Fast Tennesssee

Newsletter of the Knoxville Writers' Guild

Volume 10, Number 4, April 2002

Git heri ne Landi s (Fhot o byTat genhor st)

KW5 Menber Lands
2- book Gont r act

Gtherine Landi s, knowninKnoxville
Witers' Guildnembershiprdlsas Gthy
Henschen, has | anded a t wo- book
contract wthS. Mrtin sRess. Judges
o thefirst Leslie Grrett contest in1993
knewt hat Gat hy had tal ent when she
wontophonorsintheinitia short story
conpetition naned i nhonor of thelate
Kowillewiter, LeslieGrrett.

Gihy sfirst novd, Sne Days Ther€' s

H e, has been chosen as a Mt her' s Day
Hckat Barnes and Nobl estores a | over
thecountry andwl! | goonsa e Aril 12

Her next book wi Il be publ i shed i n 2003.
You Il get tohear sel ections fromher
vork when Gat hy reads at the July
programof the KnoxvilleWiters' Gl d.
Sewll asobereadingat Barnes &
Nobl e Book Sel | ers on My 2.

Remember: Guild
Gala Sat., April 6

m  Whnners of Literary Gnpetitions announced
m  Carson Brewer Honored

Adthewnner is?Thepudlicisinvitedtofindout thewnners of our recent
literary conpetitions inthe 2001 short fiction, poetry and essay contests by
attendi ngthe 2002 Knoxvi I le Witers' Qi ldavwards gal aon St urday, Axil 6.
Util the announcenents, only one w nner i s known for sure. Bel oved aut hor
and News- Serti nel col umi st, Garson Brever, wll recel ve acareer achi evenent
anard fromfel lowwiter Sam\venabl e. Qher avards presenters will incl ude
Nevs- Senti nel col unmi st Don W1 liang, editor of theliterary journa New

MI | enni umWi tings, and poets Jeff Daniel Mrion, Li nda Parsons Mrion,
Mrybet h Boyanton, Laura Sill and KWGPresi dent Julie Auer, wow !l encee.

Thisfirst-ever avards programw || featureacashbar, freehorsd cewres, live
nusi ¢ by the Rocky Wnder Jazz confbo and Doug Laverne steel druns, as wel |
as appearances by ce ebratedwiters, includingrecording artist andpl aywi ght
RB Mrris, vihow!| appear as novel i st Janes Agee.

Festivitiesbeginwthasocia hour a 6p.m a The Lord Li ndsey, the e egant d d
nansion wththewhite colunms at 615Vest HI1 Ave., just northeast of Henl ey
Sreet Bidge Ticketsare$10. Toreserve seats, nake checks payable to‘ K/@
andnai | themtoGlaTicketsa PO Box 10326, Knoxville, TN37939. |ncl ude
phone nunfber and address. Ticketswll beavail abl e at the door onafirst-cone,
first-servebesisaslogastheylast. For noreinfornation, visit

viwv knoxvi |l ewitersguil d. org or contact Don Wi lians at donw | i ans7@tt. net
or phone 865- 428- 0389.

Johnsonto Read on Ari | 4

AdamJohnson, a Jones Lecturer at Sanford Lhi versity,
w | read fromhi s newcal | ecti on, Ehpori um Thur sday
Axil 4a 7p.ma thelaurd Theater, 16thand Laurd .
Hsfictionhes gopearedinBsquire Hrper’s, Rxis

Revi ey andBest NewAnerican\bices. Heiscurrently

AdamJohnson vorkingonhisfirst novel. (Gntinued, p.2)




The Writing News

STWDY GRAPS Inadditiontoits nonthly

nati ngs, thexnoxville Witers' Giildal so offers S udy
Goups (for nenbers only). Jointhe Giil d (See formon
back page of this newsl etter) and you nay choose to
work wthaotherswhoshareyour interest inwiting For
noreinfornation, these group | eaders: Novel Witers
Goup: Ti not hy Joseph, j oseph@sper . com; Poetry
Interest Goup: Mrybet h Boyanton, Roetry-in- R ogress:
kwg. pi p. vorkshop@tt.net; Witing Vénen: Dorislvie,

d vie@stcc. cc.tn us; Sort Hction Panel a Schoeneval ot
schoene@e | south. net. Miti-gerre nonfiction fiction,
poetry: Suzanne Burnel |, shburnel | @wenc. com Essay/ non-
fiction: Mrlene Tayl or, nhayl or @et rononl i ne. com The
short fictiongroupispresentlyfull andvantstostart up
ancther grouptofacilitatethosewhowshtoworkin
that genre. Thoseinterested shoul dget intouchwth

SHELBY FQOOTE

QO Aneri canpoetry: "Anericanpoetry, asfar as| cansee,
isasdeadasadoorna|l. Thereasonisthat al the Aneri-
can poet s are on col | ege canpuses, andthey sit around
tal king about thei r work--vhi chawiter knows you' re
not supposed t o do--and j unpi ng the coeds, whichis

ti ne- consumng. "

Owvwitinghistory: "M point about witinghistoryis
that thefactsnust betd dwththeart of truenarrati ve.
The prose of acadenicsis oftensodisnal that the
footnotes arenat aninterruption, but avel conerelief.”

mon . G "1 have
g verylittleconcern
. withlifedter deth
- . Thonas Har dy sai d,
"I ve been | aoki ng

for Gdfor S0years
andif hevasthere,
I woul d have f ound
hm"

(Quates fromEterprise

Mygazi ne and Al bany
Mgazi re )

el by Foote

(Johnson, cont. fromp. 1)
Qitics have pra sed Johnson s cd | ecti ondf short stori es.
R ishers' Viéekly hasthisto
say: "Siourbanlifethrosswth
paranoi d vid ence i nthe subtly
skeved, futuristicverldthet
Johnson envi sions inthi s nervy
Oebut cd lectiond ninestories,
eachbristlingwthinventive
energy. Trappedintheir high
tech surroundi ngs, his characters
aeunddetonavigate a
hazar dous soci a naze, but
usuredof howtoliveousideit.
“Teen Shi per” depi cts a sour
afternath of corporate nelt-
| dom. Ffteenyear-ddTimisthe
| eader of a sni per squad whose
9 | target s are renegade enpl oyees.
Hestrugd estothink of fl overs
as he takes a mthrough Hew ett Packard' s w ndows, an
attenpt at positiveinagerythat iscruelynmrroredbythe
sunpt uous cor por at e fl ower beds bel ow Manwvhi l e, a
touchi ngtal e of adol escent confusi on unfol ds: Ti mcan st op
hisheartbest enhetakesam but hestill calt tdktogrls.
Asense of al i enat ed adol escence pervades each of these ni ne
stories, eventhoseinwvhichthecharactersareful Iy grom.
Johnson conveys a pover ful bl end of stunted devel opnent
and prenat ur e know edge, show ng enpt i ness and negl ect in
aharshrewlight. Inthenasterful “CGiff Gds of Acapul co,” the
narrator reca | s “the boxy | oop of youth, adecadethat | eaves
your earsringingwthtel evisionand! onel i ness,” and Johnson
seanhessl y depi cts the nergi ng of teenage | ethargy wth
adul t introspectionand t he havoc weaked by a pl ane crash,
afather lost inAricaandanassortnent of vicious aninal s.
“The Ganadanaut” deal swithisd ationtakentoadazzling
extrene Graed anscietistslivein“scetificsedusior inthe
frozen vast el and of northern Ganada, wherethey raceto
achievethefirst noonland ng. Eachof these unusual, skillful
stariesexnbitsafierceta ent, shoacasi ng Johnson' s qui rky
hunor and sl i ci ngi nsi ght. Forecast: Johnson, whosefiction
has appeared in Esqui re, Harper’ s andthe Pari s Rvi ew has
aready attracted asnal | crond of fervent admrers wo
shoul d snap up hi s debut cdl | ection "

i o

Theprogramw || beginat 7p.m, fo lowngtheregu ar
nont hl y busi ness neeting of the board. The programi s open
tothepudlic. Aone-dd|ar donationis requested. Refresh
nents wll be served




Peter Tayl or Frize and NewMl| -
| enni umWi ti ng Anards Make
Witers' Dgest Top25 Gitests

Boththe Reter Tayl or Frize and the NewMl | en+

ni um Wi ti ng Anar ds have cracked Wi ter’ s D gest
nagezing s list of top25fictioncotests. The
Reter Taylor Rizefor theNovel, directedby
former KWGhoard nenfoer Brian Giffin, pl aced
No. 20, just after theprestig ous Md-Li st RressFrst
Series Anard. The NewM I | enni umWi ting Anar d
for Hction, directedby KWBvi ce-presi dent Don
Wilians, placedNo. 23, just after thevel | -knom
Newletters Literary Avards. Accordingtoan
introductionintheWiters Dgest Wnter 2002
QidetoRctionWiting, aspecid edition dossy-
cover issue, theeditors sel ected cotests “by
identifyingonesthat arebathreiad eandwiter-
friendy. The contests areranked accordi ngto
prize anounts, publicationopportunitiesand
etryfees. . .” Dozers, if nat hundreds, of witing
aards aredfered amnua ly for fiction. Rets &
Witersnagezire, for instace dofersfreelistingsfor
scores of contests eachyear, eventhoughthey |init
their listingstoconteststhat anard $1, 000 or nore

per prize

Q@adaiostotheGild toBianGiffin tothe
readersfor the Reter Tayl or Gotest, andto Don
Wi lians, editor of NWV

Kudos shouda sobe offeredtotheta ented arti st of
the NewM | | enni umcover above, Mirybet h
Boyant on.

A right, the cover of The Mrriage of AnaMe Ratts,
by BeWtt Herry, first wnner of the Reter Tayl or Ri ze,
publ i shed i n 2001 by The Uhi versity of Tennessee

Ress.

April is Poetry Month

Besi des of fering us poeti ¢ weat her, poetic fl owers and poeti ¢ hornones, the nont h
of April gets peopletorhyming, or tryingto. If rhymingis your probl emor your
triunph, plantoattend Barnes &Nobl e Book Sl | ers Foet ry Vdr kshop on Sat ur day,
Aril 13, froml-5p.m Toregister, contact R pLydi ck at ripoet @bt nai | . com

And st enming f rompoet ry concel ved at the workshop, Rp Lydick will host "Rurely
Poetry," featuri ngworkshopreaders, at BENon April 18at 8p.m Gntact Rpat
e-nai | address above. Rp, abusy nan, is a so seeki ng submissi ons for " Gf f eehouse

E)etry," ananthol ogy. Enail ripoet @btnail.com

PRE/ZIPENT"?
COLUMN

@y )JviLic Avenr

| know Ther€ s nathing nare cl i chéd
thantostart anessagewththeverds, “I
have good news and bad news.” S 1’ Il put
itthsway: wregovngasanarts
organi zation, andthat’s good nevs. But
o budget isn't govngquiteasfast. It's
not apred canert, redly, but it coddtun
inooeif veigorethefactsasthey are

¥ have al ot goi ng on, and everybody
inthe WGis or can be apart of nany
dfferent gportunitiesandactivitiesjust
by bei ng a Gui | d nentoer. \é are now
calingfor submssi ons for anew
anthol ogy that pronises to be one of the
best yet. Anedtor hes beensd ected,
and v re ahead of schedu e. On Axril 6™,
vew! | sponsor our first-ever Aards Gl a
a LordLlindsey, adit’sgingtobea
bast. Beeryoreisinited adtheprice of
adnissi onis onl'y tenbucks for food,
entertainnent, readngsby RB Mrris
and our prizewnners, and achanceto
pay honage t o a bel oved Knoxvi | | e
jorrdist, GrsonBever.

Last year veparticipaedinthe
SuthernFestival of Books, and every
KVG nenber who want ed t o parti ci pat e
d splayed andsd dthei r books i nour
booth. V@ hopetodothat againthis year.
W reparticipatinginas nany book fairs
as possi bl e. V& have agood re ati onship
wthlocal book vendors and educati on
centers. Aongwththe UrRress, we have
real i zed our dreamof sponsoringa
netiod literary prize--the Temessee
Book Avard--wththe Reter Taylor Frize
for the Novel . And we are proud of our
| ocal contests and our sunmer wor k-
shops far witers.  Thedut truhistha
ital costsnoney, though, andthat iswhy
the board of directors has proposed
subj ect toavote by the general nentoer -
shiprasingtheanud dessligtly, from
$0to$5. Thiswou dnat take effect for
several nonths. There nust be at | east 45
days of notice to the nentoership, who
thenvateonit. VEwl| subnit thevate at
the August neeting, when we expect to
haveaslargeaturnout as possible, g ven
thet it is@enMkeNgt. If ved| vateto
approve the dues hike, youpay the extra
five bucks the next ti ne your nener -
shiprenewal isdue. Let us knowwhat you
thinkbeforethen. Enail ne at
hi | degaar d@arthl i nk. net wth your
conment s.




Need Inspiration? It's
Conference Time

Atendingawiters' conference doesn't haveto nean
travel linglongd stances or spendingal ot of noney. You
canfinrdaconferencewthinha f anhour's drive, or ha f
aday' s drive. Fol | ow ng are sone upcomng i nspi rati on-

naki ng gat herings toj ui ce up your witing and your
ent husi asm

The Tennessee Mbun-
tai n Witers 2002
@rferencebegins wth
arecepti on on Védnes-
day evening, Axil 10,
and conti nues wth

wor kshops and speci al ty
sessions d | day Thurs-
day, Friday, adpart of
Sturday. The Thursday
eveni ngpresentationis
apanel di scussi onl ed by
vor kshop | eader s; Fri day
eveni ngthe spot| i ght
shi nes on a one- wonan
presentati onof Lee
Sith' swork—plus a Q
& Aappear ance af ter-
vard by M. Sith
hersel f. OnhSaturday
eveni ng, Lee Smth steps
tothe podi um as the
feat ured banquet spesker. Atervard, thefestivities
conti nue wththe presentati on of the TMWA2002
Witing Gntest Aards. For further infornation,
seethe |l ast KGnewsl etter or gotothe TMMaeb
gte

The Knoxvi | | e Witers G oupneets on weekdays,
t he fourt h Védnesday of each nont h from11: 30—
1. 00for al uncheon neeting at the Uhi versity of
Temnessee Lhi versity Genter, Knoxville, | ocated a
the corner of K ngston H ke and Neyl and Avenue.
Speakers and readi ngs by witers are feat ured.
Msitors are wel cone! For | uncheon reservati ons,
contact Rith Gthens at 922- 6346 (eveni ngs).

(INlustration Lost SateWitersphatocd | age)

The Wi ters Vidrkshop, Asheville, isofferingthefaol | owng
Sori ng 2002 wor kshops. Fees |isted are for nonnentoer s of
t he Vidgr kshop. NMbre conpl et e workshop i nfornationis
avai | abl e by e-nai | i ngwi trVishp@ol . comor by sendi ng a
SAFEtoHitor, TheWiters' Vrkshop, 387 Beaucatcher R,
Asheville, NC28805. THEBAS CSOF SREENMR TING | ed
by Fon S acker Thonpson. Meets Saturday, APRL 13, 10: 30
AM5 PM $60. A CIT QN
WIRKSH®P, | ed by Brenda
MQ ai n. Mets Sat urday,
AR L 27, 10: 30 AM5 PM Fee:
$60. VR TINGANDREM S NG
YORMEMO RS, | ed by Karen
Ackerson. Mets St urday,
MY 4, 10 AM4: 30 PM Fee:
$60. A VWEEKEND WTH

VR TERS A\D BD TGRS,
MRH 22-24, 2002 .

Soci ety of Chil dren’ s Book
Witersand |l lustrators,

M dsout h Annual Spri ng
Qference, April 20, 2002,
the Uhi versity Shoo , Nash
vill e, Tennessee Soeakerswil |
be Newber ry-w nni ng aut hor
S dH e schnan, Vel ker &O.
edtor Timravadin, pud i sh
ingcosu tat AiceB
Acheson, aut hors Ronal d Ki dd,
Lyme Barry, ad Trecy Barrett, adillustrao Bianlies.
Minuscript andportfaiocritiquesavailabl e, Regstration
fee: $65 SBW nenbers, $70 non- neners. Regi stration
lintedtothefirst 100paid For reg strati onform busi ness-
si zed SASEto Tracy Barrett, S(BAV/-Mdsout h Regi onal

Advi sor, PO Box 120061, Neshwi |l e, TN37212
Forinfornati on: 615 297- 1667 or

schw . ni dsout h@uno. com.

The Witers Associ ati on of B ount Gounty (VWBO neet s
at 7 PMon t he second Tuesday eveni ng of each nonthin
thelibrary of Minte M staBaptist Gurch, Mryille, Tennes-
see. Msitorsarewe cone. For infornationonthe Axril 9
neetingor i f youhaveother inquiries, contact Gnnie

Sing uf a csling97@d . com

(Qnf erences, continued onp.4)




(Grferences,
art'd)

The Lost Sate
Witers Gnfer-
arew!l hddits
fourt h annual
conf erence
Sept enber 26-
2BinGeereville
TNa thehistoric
General Morgan
Inn. Featured
speakerswl | be
novel i st Lee
St h and poet
CarlesWigt. Qnferencedficiasaenowdferingful schaar-
shipstothoseinterestedinattend ngtheevert. Toapdyfor a
schol arshi p, submt a paper copy of your work no norethanfive
pages | ong, typed and doubl e-spaced for prose. For poetry

submi ssi ons, send no nor e t han t hree pages cont ai ni ng no nore
than 301i nes per pi ece. Minuscripts nust be original work that has
never bef ore been publ i shed. Sendto H i zabeth Gordon, Lost Sate
Witers Grference, P O Bx 5117, Geeneville, TN

SEWANEE VIR TERS CONFERENCE JULY 16- 28 ( Tuesday t hr ough
Sunday), 2002. Thirteent h annual two-week conference at the

Lhi versity of the Southin Sewanee, Tennessee. Facul ty i ncl udes
fictionwiters John Gasey, Barry Hannah, D ane Johnson, Randal |
Kenan, Mrgat Livesey, Jill MQrxkle, AiceMDernott, andCaire
Messud, and poets Andrew

Hudgi ns, Mrk Jarnan, Dave Sath, and Hlen Byant \oi gt. Dai sy
Foot e and Rormul us Li nney wi I | work with pl aywi ghts. The conf er-
enced sofeatures d stingui shedwiters, critics, addagets. Shd ar-
sSipadldde Selirkfa ddalktp//wwsevarneewiters. g

swe. htm.

FI RST ANNUAL EAST TENNESSEE STATE UN VERSI TY (ETSU)
CELEBRATI ON CF BAKS AND AUTHCRS, Sat urday, APR L 13,
2002. On April 13, one hundred-pl us authors wl | have t he opport u-
ntytoincreasetheir exposwreinal Snilliondd | ar reg ond
narket. Thedead inefor thisyear vas February 1, soit’stoolateto
signonand i ntroduce your newbook therethi s year. Hwever, you
canattend Wil ethere, youcanenjoy book signings, seewhat’s
newon t he narket, and nake your own pronotional pl ans for
perticipationinnext year’ s @ etration If youareinerestedin
recel vingfurther infornati on, pl ease send your nane, address, e
nai | address, phone, and fax nunber to et sul i b@t su. edu

FOURTH ANNUAL SOUTHERN KENTUCKY FESTI VAL CF BOCKS:
Saturday, April 20, sponsored by the Vst er n Kent ucky Lhi versity,
wll beheldat the S oan Gonvention Genter, forner Bowing Geen
Gnvention Gnter from9a m to5p. m Quer 200 aut hors fromal |
over the Southeast Wil bepresent at thefestival tosignad

di scuss thel r books. Throughout the day, readi ngs, presentati ons
andpand swll beheld For noreinfornation, get intouchwth
Jayne Rel aski at Jayne. Rel aski @ky. edu

Gl | for Qubnnssi ons
Food Ant hol ogy

For our literary foodantha ogy, the Knoxville
Witers' Gildiscurently seeki ng shat staries,
poens, creative nofiction, andart that feedthe
heart andbrai n; that seasontheinagi nation, or
just pepper the funny bone. V& want words and
picturesthat evokethesensua ity of foodandits
placeinpeop € slives. Gveus saucytad es, pi quant
rhynes, or evenbitter renini scences that evoke
thefull range of our hunanrel ati onships wth
food

SUBM SSI N GU CALI NES

Prose: Upto 10 pp. doubl e-spaced

Poetry: Three poens per subnissi on

\Misud At: Shackadwitephaos, illustratioms,
dc

Submissi ons wl | be blind j udged, so do not

i ncl ude any i denti fyinginfornati on onthe work
itse f. Incl ude acover sheet wthauthor' s nane,
address, phones, e-nai | s, andthetitled the
subnssi on. Witers nakingthefirst cut wil need
toprovi de e ectroni ¢ subnssi ons, alongwtha
short bio, inMcrosoft Vord.  Subnissi ons nust be
unpubl i shed. VEw I | accept si nul t aneous subns-
sions but need i nmedi at e noti ficationif another
publ i sher accepts thework. | ncl ude an SASE
postcardfor natification. Sunissionswll not be
returned unl ess an SASEwth correct postageis

i ncl uded

H nal postnark dead i ne: June 1, 2002

R ected publ i cation: Qt ober 2002

Mi | to KVWGATha ogy, P.Q Box 10326, Knoxvil | e,
TN 37939

Qntributorswll recei ve a conpl i nentary copy of
the anthol ogy. wwwv knoxvi |l ewitersguild. org




Knoxville Writers’ Guild: o-

gani zed i n Becentoer 1992 inkKnoxvi e, TN
tofadlitaeabroed ind wsiveadeditar-
i anconmuni ty anong areawiters; topro-
videaforumfor i nfornation, support and
sharing anong witers; to hel p nenters
inroeadnarket their witingskills, ad
topronotewitingand creativity inthe
w der conmuni ty t hrough educati on, pub-
lication adsposarship of witingrd aed
pubdl i c events. Metingsareheldthefirst
Thursday of eachnonthat the Laurel The-
aer. Oficers: Resident: JuieAuer; Mce
President: DonWIlians; Secretary: Km
Trevahen; Tressure: LaraSill; Hsptd-
ity: Kay Newton; Publicity: Mrybeth
Byaton, Rresidet Beritus: Jack Reese WP
Eeritus: Ncheel Gllespe Novgl etter Ei -
tor: Jeanne MDoral d; Vebnstress: JoAn
Pant ani zopoul os. Board Menbers: Jul i a
Auer, Mirybet h Boyant on, Robert Boyd,
Jacquel ine Kittrell, Mchael Knight, Judy
Loest, Robert Lyd ck, kKay Nmton, Gxrdine
Norris, Hane Gval d, Panel a Shoerval ok,
LlaraSill, Kmirevat han, Reny Tschart z,
and DnW lians. Des are §0, $15far stu
dents. The KWGdoes not di scrininate
agai nst any person because of race, age,
gender, handi cap or country of national
aign Td: 531-83%, sed enail nessages
to editor, jmd531k@rsn.com
or topres. at hil degaard@arthl i nk. com
veb: vy knoxvi | [ ewritersguil d.org

KNOXVILLE
WRITERS’

GUILD

P.O. Box 10326
Knoxville, TN 37939

HONTO JA N

TojointheWiters' Gild, conpl ete
the formbel owand nai | to P.Q Box
10326, Knoxville, TN37939, al ong
wthannual dues of $20. Dues are
$15if youare a student. Menber-
shipalows youtoparticipatein

st udy groups, receive di scounts on
books and @Qui | d- sponsor ed

ner chandi se, and nont hl y i ssues

of thenevsl etter.

SCREENERS NEEDED

TheKhoxvi | leWiters’ Gildneeds screenersfar
the202 Reter Tayl or Rizefar theNvel . VB are
expectingat | east 400 subnissi onstothisyear’s
conpetition, andvweneedal thehelp wecan
get. Dozens of K/Gnenber s have screened i n
prior years, andthey have found t he experi ence
tobefun, educational —andaniceadditionto
their resunes.

Sreeningwl!| begninlateAril adwll
conti nuethroughJure. If youliketoread
literaryfictionand have nat yet beeninvad ved
inthisprgect (wichis, bythevay, oned
KBsprincipa fudra sers), pesseseda
letter eqdanngyour interest andyour
beckgoudtoBianGiffin PO Bx 2565,
Knoxvil e, TNS790L (If youhavehd pedinthe
pest, vewl | cotact yousoonvia e-nail.)

Nane

Addr ess

Tel ephone No.

Bhvai | Address




