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By REBECA MEYER

Award-winning author and 
University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville professor Alan Wier 

(pronounced Wire) will read from his 
new novel Tehano at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
April 6th at the Laurel Theatre, on the 
corner of 16th Street and Laurel Avenue 
in the Fort Sanders community.

The reading is the regular monthly pro-
gram of the Knoxville Writers’ Guild, 
and is co-sponsored by the UT English 
Department’s Creative Writing Pro-
gram. The public is invited to attend. A 
$1 donation is suggested and refresh-
ments will be available. A question and 
answer session will follow and copies 
of the book will be available for pur-
chase. 

Wier is the author of three novels: A 

Place for Outlaws, De-
parting as Air, Blan-
co and a collection of 
stories Things About to 
Disappear. He received 
the Robert Penn War-
ren Award in 1997 from 
the Fellowship of South-
ern Writers, which voted 
him to membership in 
2001. He has been hon-
ored with Guggenheim, 
National Endowment for 
the Arts and Texas Institute 
of Letters fellowships. His 
ýction, essays and reviews regularly ap-
pear in such publications as Southern 
Review, Georgia Review, Ploughshares, 
Texas Review and the New York Times.

Oscar and Pulitzer Prize winner Lar-
ry McMurtry has called Tehano “a rich, 

ambitious, satisfying 
novel.” 

Wier began writing Te-
hano while he was a 
Dobie-Paisano Fellow 
in Austin in 1989-90. 
The novel is described 
by the publisher as 
“a sprawling epic of 
the American wester-
ing experience set in 
the years just before 

and after the Civil War, 
Tehano brings togeth-

er a large cast of characters – Coman-
che braves and their women, proýteers, 
cowboys, German immigrants, Mexican 
peasant farmers, buffalo hunters, sol-
diers on both sides of the great nation-

Alan Wier

By JOHN REAVES

We will let the natural landscape help to re-in-
spire the magic of our words,” promises Mari-
lyn Kallet, who will lead a poetry writing retreat 

on Sunday, May 7, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at a cabin near 
Gatlinburg. The program is designed for dedicated poets who 
want to take their work to the next level. 

Poets who wish to attend must submit an application and ýve 
poems. Dr. Kallet will select a maximum of 12 participants. 
She will also critique the poems submitted by each partici-
pant prior to the retreat.

Fees, which include lunch, are $115 for members and $135 
for nonmembers. KWG memberships are $25, $20 for full-
time students.

Marilyn Kallet is the author of twelve 
books, including Circe, After Hours, 
poetry from BkMk Press, 2005, and 
Sleeping With One Eye Open: Women 
Writers and the Art of Survival, co-
edited with Judith Ortiz Cofer. Her 
poems have appeared in hundreds of 
magazines, including New Letters, 
Tar River Poetry, Asheville Poetry 
Review, and Prairie Schooner. She is 
the poetry editor for New Millenni-
um Writings. The Knoxville YWCA 
named her Outstanding Woman in 
the Arts in 2002, and she was elect-
ed to the East Tennessee Literary Hall of Fame in poetry in 
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Local 
Writers’ 
News 

Interested in writing for 
magazines? Learn how to target 
ideas and write successful 
queries to national magazine 
editors. Take home the scoop on 
how to research and write up 
ideas, whom to contact, how to 
deal with fees, and how to keep 
records (phone calls, queries, 
invoices, etc.) 

Instructor: Dorothy Foltz-
Gray, writer for O, The Oprah 
Magazine, Reader’s Digest, 
Redbook, Real Simple, Cooking 
Light, Prevention, and others. 
Book author and past editor, 
Whittle Communications. M.A., 
English/Creative Writing; M.A.T., 
English Education. Contact her at 
dfoltzgray@comcast.net.

Course #262282 Fee: $59
Thurs., April 6, 6:- 9 p.m.
UT Conference Center, 

downtown Knoxville.
To sign up for the course, call 

(865) 974-0150.

In addition to the other 
beneþts of being a KWG member, 
the following local businesses 
are offering a discount. 

Next time you make a 
purchase at Carpe Librum, 
corner of Mohican and Kingston 
Pike, or Bliss and Vagabondia 
on Market Square, let them know 
you are a current member of 
the Knoxville Writers’ Guild and 
get a 10% discount of your retail 
purchase. 

Thank you to these businesses 
and we hope others will soon 
follow. 

East TennesseeEast TennesseeThe

Editor: David E. Booker 
Circulation Database: Robert Lydick 
and Carole Ann Borges 
Contributors: Pam Strickland, 
Jeannette Brown, Candee and John 
Reaves, and Rebeca Meyer. 

The East Tennessee Writer covers 
the writing news in and around 
Knoxville and welcomes suggestions 
and contributions. Contact David E. 
Booker at talltalestogo@hotmail.com. 

THE EAST TENNESSEE WRITER

Writing for magazines: 
Queries that work  

ñDown these mean streetsò of genre ýction 
David E. Booker

“Down these mean streets a man must go 
who is not himself mean, who is neither tar-
nished or afraidé.ò – Raymond Chandler

In his essay “The Mystery of Mystery 
Writing,” author Michael Connelly wrote: 
“Write what you know. That is the adage 

every writer hears often and then contem-
plates while staring at the blank screen. It is 
probably good and valuable advice. But when 
it comes to the mystery novel the writer must 
be inclined to write what he or she does not 
know and never wants to. For the art of the 
mystery is the art of turning chaos into calm. 
And it is that chaos that you must write about 
and still not ever want to truly know.”

In the Genre Fiction Writing Group, we work 
to help each other turn the chaos of writing a 
story into, if not a calm ending, at least a co-
herent one. In this regard, genre ýction is not 
any different than any other ýction writing, 

or any other ýc-
tion writing group 
that the Knoxville 
Writers’ Guild 
sponsors. Hav-
ing, at different 
times, been a part 
of the Novel Writ-
ing Group and 
the Short Story 
Writing Group, I 
think I know from 
where I speak. 

Where the Genre group differs is that we fo-
cus on writing that can be classiýed as mys-
tery, fantasy, science ýction, western, or ro-
mance, a sub-genre of any of these groups, or 
a blending of these groups, say a western ro-
mance. We also review both novels and short 
stories, and shades of writing in between, 
such as novelettes and novellas. Beginners to 
advanced writers are welcome to join. 

Genre ýction is a type of writing usual-
ly focused on the craft of storytelling. In the 
words of fantasy author Terry Brooks, “The 
one covenant you make with your reader, as a 
writer of commercial ýction, is to tell a good 
story. … Good ideas and clever concepts are 
useful, but nothing replaces the need for tell-
ing a good story.”

Again, to quote 
Michael Con-
nelly: “My job is 
to tell a story. A 
story full of in-
trigue and esca-
lating danger for 
my investigator. 
But it must be a 
story that I would 
like to read myself 
ýrst. It must be a 
story with a heart 
and human emo-
tion at its center. It 
is the only way to 
sustain an investi-
gation into something I don’t want to know 
about.”

The Genre Fiction Group meets on the third 
Saturday of each month, at 12:30 p.m., at The 
Time Warp Tea Room (an aptly named place 
for the Genre group to meet), 1209 N. Cen-
tral. We don’t have any tests you have to take 
or writing sample you have to submit. You 
do have to be a current member of the KWG, 
and at least three times a year have a story or 
novel section to turn in to be reviewed.

If you want to learn more about the Genre 
Fiction Writing Group, you can go to www.
knoxvillewritersguild.org/genreýction.htm, 
e-mail me at talltalestogo@hotmail.com, 
call 865-524-8515, or come by for a meet-
ing. The streets aren’t too mean on this end of 
town, and who knows, we might just be able 
to give you the calm advice you need to tell 
the story you want to tell.

Look what your  
membership buys

Fantasy illustration by 
Virgil Finlay.




