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Landi s WI | Read fromNovel Aug. 1

CGtherineLandi s, loca author of Sonetines There's A e, rel easedin
Aril by S. MrtinsPess, wil readfromher vork at the August 1 neeting
of the Knoxville Witers' Quildand answer questi ons about her persond
joureyinwiting Gthyvesthefirst wnner of theannual Leslie Grrett
short story conpetition sponsored by the Gui | d. Judges of the cont est
that year sawrea proniseinher work. Shewent ontowite nore short
stories andthen, three years ago, to beginwork onanovel that energed
as Sonetines There' s He. Thebookisareadyinits THRDprinting, and
Gt hy i s nowwor ki ng on a second novel tofulfill her two-book contract
wthS. Mrtins.

Her revi evs have been consi stent |y excel | ent. Rubl i shers Videkl y says, "Land s
does afinejobof rendering these nenorabl e characters, two i conocl asts
onaquest tolivebiguntil they die " Booklist says, "Landi s’ debut novel
reads likeatougher versiond FanieHagg, fas of southernliteraturewl |
surely appreciatethiswy and cl ear-eyed tributetothe poner of friend
ship" LibraryJournd says, "Thisisanewwiter worthwatching.”

The programbegins at 7p.m at the Laurel Theater onthe Lhiversity
canpus. Thepublicisinvitedandrefreshnents wil be served. Aone-dadl | ar
donationisreguestedtosupport projectsof theGild.

| NSI DELetters from India; vy snith Shares Detail's of an

Lhor t hodox Sunmer Experience i

M pages 3and 4 inside, Aty Smthshareswthus her letters hone ;
fromlndi a. Thi s sunmer narked her secondvisit tothat country, 1
thistineunder conditions narredby political tension. Seelnd a
through Any' s vi vi d descri ptions of acountry steepedin beauty
andturnoi|. Avyiscurrentlyafull-tinestudent at Northern

Aizonalhiversity, ng oringinBusi ness Accounti ng and
mnoringinGinnal Justice. Sea soworks at Lowe |
(rservatory as apudl i ¢ programassi stant andis a
nenier of the Arny National Guard. At 17 she joi ned
theUS Any, working as a preventi ve nedi ci ne speci a -
i st and as the Gmmandi ng General ' s staff assistant. Se
graduat ed from her Advanced I ndi vidual Trainingwth
top di stingui shed honors. After graduationsheplansto
earnanaster' sdegreeininternationd rel ations.

nanBaof Rolitica Uheaval




The Writing News

Uocom ng Prograns

Sept enber 5

Ted @ son, speaker for Septenter, iscurrently servingas
interimdrector of the Gnter for Appal achi an S udi es
and Services at East Tennessee Sate Lhi versity. Abook
Qson edited, Janes Sill’sFomthe Muntai v/ fromthe
Val | ey: Newand @l | ect ed Roens (Uhi versity Fress of
Kent ucky, 2001), recent!y recei ved t he Appal achi an Book
of the Year Anardfor 2002 fromt he Appal achi an Witers
Assodi @i on

Duringhis presentation@sonw | read sel ections from
two of hi s books—So Far: Roens ( G eeker Press, 1994)
and BueRdge Fd Kl i fe(Lhi versity Rress of

Mssi ssi ppi, 1998)-aswel | aswitings pudishedin
vaiospeiodcadsjorrds. Al o thesesd ectios wil
reflect @son' s effortstounderstandtwo soneti nes
pard |l e, sonetines|inkedthenes: theinter-re ationships
bet ween peopl e and nat ure and bet ween t he cont em
porayindvide adcdturd hstory.

Qct ober 10

A G Harnon, Reter Tayl or Rri ze Wnner for 2001, will read.
(Heasenotethat thisprogramw | bethe SEIND
Thursday of thenonthrather thanthefirst.

Novenber 7

I rene Zaytko, UTvisiting novelist, whose book, The Sky
Uwmashed, i s about the Chernobyl acci dent, taught 60
mlesfromthesitesix years after the acci dent and uses
her students’ stories pl us her own experi ences, g eaned
fromtravel ingthrudeserted, contaninatedvil | ages.

Decenber 5

Foet Danny Mri on and son S ephen, anovelist, wll read
fromtheir vork. Véw!| a sohavethetradtiona pot-
luck Qristnas buffet.

Al neetingswll beheldat the Laurel Theater at 7p.m

(heuse to Be H nal Judge for 2002
Feter Tayl or Novel onpetition

Aan Geuse (.0, Ritgers

Ui versity, 1974) istheauthor of
threenove s, two cd | ecti ons of
short fiction, andthenorfictiond
Fal | Qut of Heaven. As a book
conmentator, Cheuseis aregul ar
contributor toNstiona Riblic
Rd 0's"Al Things Qrsidered,”
WthGradineMrshd |, hehas
edi ted two vol unes of short
stories. Hsomshort fictionhes
appeared i nThe NewYorker, B ack Vérrior Review Boston

QG obe Sunday Magazi ne, Anot her Chi cago Magazi ne and

el sewhere. Hsarticl es, nagazi nej ournal i sm and revi evs have
a so appeared w del y. Anewcd | ectionof hisshort fictionwas
publ i shed i n Sept enfoer of 1998.

KB s 4th Anthol ogy to be Rel eased i n it .

Qe of the highlights of the newanthol ogy to be rel eased by
the GiildinQtober wil beaprose/ poemby N kki G ovanni
cdled“thetrantoknoxville ” about her father gaingoff to
col | ege. The work has never bef ore been publ i shed, and af ter

i ts debut appearanceinLliterary Lunch, Govanni wil includeit
i n her book, Qi ltingthe B ack-Byed Rea, due out i n Decentoer
by Hrper@l | irs.

Asoincludedwl!| beanexcerpt fromAlenWer's newnovel ,
Tej ano, asectioncal |l ed”Hinger i nthe Saanp.”

Anongthe 81 "entrees” i ncl uded i nthe book are short stories
by Jack Mwro, Jack Rentfro, DonWI1ians, Joseph M chael
DeGoss, Githerine Gaw ey, David Joyner and ot hers.

Knoxvi | | e-born
poet N kki

Govami inan
exlier pao

g aph




{PBRE/IPDENT'Y CEOLUMN

@y Jviic Aver

I witecreative nonfictionand

aternativefictionfor thenast part, but I’ ve had
sone snal | success wthwhat night be cal | ed
serioussliteraryfiction Ssnall andsolongago,
infact, that it nol onger bears nentioni ng.

(Dot cal neaheck | prefer theternt'sd |
out.”) Witingishardwork, but | 1iketohavefun
wthit, too. It’snynature. Viden asked recently
howl reconcilenyliterarytastefor theworks of
suchwitinglumnaries as Wil aCGither, Hamery
O Gonnor, Bvel yn Wugh, and Trunan Gapot e
wththebesefact that | witecrinefictionin
ny spretine, | hadthistosay: | readcrénefraiche, but | witecream
cheese.

Thewiter hasaresponsibilitytothe Bhglishlanguageandtotheart of
witing, tobesue | dsothirkthewiter hasaresponsibility nat todrive
her reader tosuicida fits of boredom Mchael Ghabon, author of Vidnder
Boys, The Awazi ng Advent ures of Kavalier and G ay, and sone of t he best
short fictionever, isachanp onof witing. Not just because hisusedf the
l'anguage i s stunning -- his genius for netaphor brings nenearlytotears
of envy -- but because he cantell astorythat nakes you not care what
tineitis, or that you rehungry. Hsproseisat once e egant andwitty and
cool . Tota |y devoi d of sentinental cheapshats, it nakes the reader charge
rigt dongwththestory.

Rrobably just for funandtoshowoff, Gabonwoteashort storycalled“In
theBack MIl,” anhonagetothe horror fictionof HP. Lovecraft and others
who nade the pul pfictionof the 1930 s and 40 s a nost respect abl e. The
fact thet Ghabon oovi ously reads or hasreadthe stuff, coupledwthhis
cotributiontoit, isproof enoughfor nethat the oft-scorned “gerre’ styl e
o witingis, infact, arespectableandneritorious at foom Rith Rendd |,
for exanple, isaBitishwiter worival s AgathaGristieinher i npact on
nystery and crinefiction. Senakes PatriciaCrrvel | 1ook like, vell,
PatriciaGrmvel|. SephenKingis roundy booed as a hack by the sertinel s
o proper fictionwiting. They rewong. Kng shorror fiction, wilecertany
not RUlitzer naterial, isnonethel essstegpedinthetraditionof Roeandhis
| egecy.

Mpontis, thereisadenandfor genrefiction, adthereisalat of good
genrefictionout there. Those whowoul ddeny that needtoget alife.
There' s roomfor everybody, fromthevanguardof literaryfictiontothe
rearguard of pupwiters. There sroomfor themintheworl dof witing,
andthere sroomfor theminthe KnoxvilleWiters’ Gild. If youwite
nystery, horror, ronance, sci encefiction, or other garestyl es, cotact ne
aat gatigagarewitirnggap It’ sh ghti AR degaar d@art hi i nk. com

Vé need your vot e on a proposed $5 dues hi ke. Mem
berswll vateat the Aigust 1neeting Heased so
renentoer tovoteincity andcounty e ecti ons Aig. 1.

Forgetfulness

A poem by Billy Collins

Thenane of theauthor i sthefirsttogo

fol | onedobedi et 1 ybythetitl e thepl ot,

theheart breaki ngconcl usi on, theentirenove

whi ch suddenl y becones one you have never read,

never evenhear dof

asif, oneby one, the nenori esyouusedtohar bor
deci dedtoretiretothesout hernhemsphereof thebrain,
toal ittlefishingvillagewheretherearenophones.

Long ago yauk i ssedt he nanes of the ni ne Mises
good- bye

andwat chedt he quadrat i ¢ equat i on pack i t's bag.

and evenn owas younenori zet heorder of the pl arets,

sonet hi ngel sei sslippi ngavay, astatefl oner perhaps,
theaddress of anuncl e, thecapital of Paraguay.

What ever i t i syauarest ruggl i ngt orenenter
i tisnot poisedonthetipof your tongue,
not even| urki ngi n soneo bscurecor ner of your spl een.

I't hasf | oat ed anay downadar k nyt hol ogi cal ri ver

whosenane begins wi than Las far as youcanrecal |
vel | onyour oamn vay to obli vi onvhereyouw | | j oi nt hose

who have even for gott enhowt o sw mandh owto ri de a
bhode

Nowonder youri seint he middl eof the ni ght
tol ook upthedateof afamusbatt | eina book onwer.

Nowonder the noonint hew ndowseenst ohavedri ft ed

out of al ovepoent hat youused t o knowby heart.

Blly@linrs,
Roet Lareate
of theUited
Sdes




Letters from India

by Any Shith

May30:| arrivedsafelyininda thisnorning (NewDe hi) and

inmedi at €l y booked nysel f a hatel near the Gntral Railvay Sation,
Hitel Byrang Thereisthisuniquetyped ar condtioner innyroom It
spraysvater onreeds ontheinsideof aboxandthereisafanthat bl ons
cddar ot of o thoseresds. W1, |
turnedit onandit bl ewout awad el ot
nowethanar al over nycleanvwhite
sheet s! & have been havi ng fr equent
poner outages, adboyisit hat! Ater
vanderingaround for awile, | sat down
onaveadawthafriedy gy (Latif)
who began tal ki ng t o ne about Kashnir,
thevid ence, viet' sred lygoingon, Ging,
Bnladen addl sortsd aher stuff o
interest. kasond theower of alarge
travel agency here, and suggested afew
things tone before ny group fromNorth
CGrdinaSae Unversity neets up over
here (2veeks+7?). Therest of ny group
he doff oncomngfor abit duetotherisingtensions; but | heda ready
gottenridof ny hone, tenporal |yl eft nyjob, was packed, and have
beentolnd abefore, sol decidedtocotinueon Toput alongstory
short, | haverentedapersomd driver (chhhh, there goesthe pover. .
Wew it canebeck.. ohhh.. no.. ok!) andwll benakingatriptothe
state of Ry asthan(Jai pur-Amer-Kota Bopal - Agra), and nany ot her
cities. @engjor thingl wll bedangisnakingacana treckintothe
desert. | wil beintouchd ongthevay, but it wil benochbetter than
stayinginthiscitywerebresthingthear inadayis eqivd at to
snaki ng 20ci garettes, 40intraffic! Threnanl amtravd ingwthislaif's
friend, ardknovs | nd anuch better thanne! Latif seens|ikeanice guy
--hes 6 wves and 13 chil drenin Kashmir. Ve Ater ny veek out, | wil
Oeci deonanather funtrip. | ameetingwthdl thefamly (Latif’s)
tonight a 7p.m and head off & 7a.m tonorrownerning. | amdoi ng
great and everyone seens ni ce enough i nny part of town. Tonorrow
wll beastressfu day of roednadness! It’snat drivinghere itspgan
nadness out there! Three cars have a ready grazed ne, but they do
everyone, beingthat thestreets aresonarrow

JUﬂGZ:Rght now ami n Jai pur (Ryj asthan). Internet has been

scarce, advery expersi vea thefewp acesit is. Yesterdaywththe
pover outages d | over thecity, | constantlywas gettingeut off and gave
upafter thethtineof loosingit al. Youknowt he poner woul d go out
at the oddest tines, youwou dbeinthenidd e of aconversati onand
wamh Atchdarkness! Al youcandoissit thereinthedark, fedingki nda
veirdandwvait for the pover toconeback. Last night | stayedinAgra
(Uter Fradesh). Therel sawthe Tg Mbhd, andtoo nany fortsto
renenier d | of therames. | stayedinaredlyncepace Rja isfriends
w theveryone and has beengettingnereal |y good deal s at saf e pl aces
(20Rs vs 600Rs adlddla =48Rypees). Al last nigt | spet tdking
tooned Latif'sdder brathers about Keshnir, thecurrernt situetions, and
arinki ng Kashnir tea, vhichissadtoadd5yearsto your life Thepeod e
of Inda donat vert ver, itisonlythepditicians. Youvwou dnever know
fromhowt he nedi a sounds t hat thi ngs are qui te cal mi nthe average
tom. It isonythebordersthat arebad BrenkKashmir issaidt obenare
peecefu thanever. Donat trust everythingyoubhear, thereisalat of
hypeandthened a lies alat here. If oneperson d esthey say 10, and
thetourists you hear about inthe nevs bei ngnordered-- VA | it vasthe
IndanAnythet ddit, not theso-cd | edfreedonfighters. Thetourists
veer e Dani sh (ki nda hi ppi es) that | speak about and t heAr ny asked t hem
st op because t hey t hought t hey wer e soneone el se of course. Theyd d
not under st and and kept goi ng and t he Arny shot them Wo for sure
knons what wll heppenintheend, but thegererdfedinghereisthat

t he peopl e do not vant var, theydo not want anot her Hrashi na

Ater dmer last nigt, | doeor vantha | haereted(a hit scary).
Exlier, Rja mydiver, sad if youcanridethet natar bike | wil buyyou
abeer andif nat, youbuyfor ne It veasafriendof nydriver' s natorbi ke,
and| figwedvel |, wynat! | vonthebet ,but Rja drank the beer
(Srensoutside). Today rodethebiketotheonly Internet placel cad d
find theolylnternet placel cod dfind Thisnarningl ankeearlyto
soneone t appi ng and pushi ngon ny door. | saidhel | 0? No one
ansvered andthenthey beganit again. | vas ki ndaworried and sl ony
openedthedoor; noonevasthere. | openedit abit noreandthere
st ood t hr ee nonkeys who wanted i n!

\]umgTodayl wandered around the city pal ace. | cane across

twonenpl ayingafluteanddruns, highinthepal acetover. | had

foll onedthe beautiful nusic. Gneof themnoti onedfor netosit down
and handed ne anetal i nstrunent (like adrumsynbol ) andtwo sti cks. |
pickedupasinil ar beat asbest | codd Theother stoppedtorest a
second fromhi s fl ute and grabbed al arge redturban and proceeded t o
wapit around ny head. Several | ocal s v ked by doi ng doubl e t akes.
Thestreats aeful o peogdetryingtosd! thngs. Therearefemourists
nowvand t hey (the vendors) flocktone when| stepout of thecar. Itis
very anmoyi ngbut | havel earnedtosay "chel o, chal o--bestern, " andthey
soon go. Shake charners set up onthe ground, wher ever | val k. The heat
isubearad e especidlyinindandress. Laer | caneacross abeatifu
vedd ng. Therewas nosi ¢, anddancinginthestreets. Mncarriedlarge
ligts wtha gererator cartedby ahorseat the beck of the gethering.
The band struck up sone festivenusicand | was sooninvitedto the
vedd ng. | spent the eveningwat chinginterestingcerenonia traditi ons
take pl ace, where the groomvas anoi nted with powders andinteresting
narkings. A 12p.m | headed backtony hotel tosleep.

Jum 16 Today i s Qunday. The past days | have spent on a bus

nakinga28-hour journey pintotheHnal ayas. Theair i s cleanhere and
pinetrees surroundne. | amstayi nginahouseboat onal ake, vhichis
surounded by thefoathilIsof theHnal ayes. Internet isscarce sol nay
not be heard fromagai nfor aweek.

JUNE 244 rost row thereis a full noon On Fri day the 21st, the

RineNnster of Inda Ad Beri &gy e visitedthe covertioncenter
j ust besi de ny houseboat for aspecial evert. Theday before, the

Presi dent of theNationali st Gnference Goupwas shot intheheadin
ddtomandgenades wverethromat soneMPs' cars. Al that is
targetedisthelnd anGverment Oficids. MlitaryandRlicesecurity
forces vere everyvhere, wthnol ti pl e checkpoi nts a ong t he roads.

| sawan aut ori ckshawdri ver mst akenl y pass t hrough one w t hout
stoppingandthenget ol udbedandki ckedby amilitary officer. Al |
coul d hear vias “sorry, sorry” wii | e ve then passedthroughwth ease.
Guess | ooktooinnocent tobeany threat. Anoredjeeps wtharnored
wndons wthsnal | peephd es, dongwthtarks, linedthestreets. The
nilitary herecarry anassortnent of weapons, and each adds hi s omn
specid twst tohisunfom sonrearequtethesane. Grrentlyl sit
outsi dethe houseboat,. It is eveningnow Upbeat Hndi nosici s coning
froma Shi karaboat passi ng by, and ny feet dangl einthe varmvater.
Sodynow it isbegningtoran Yesterdaytheertirefamlyand| nade
alongjourney by car toanesgue ca | ed Baba Shekur D n, vhereahd 'y
nanishbuied Thenosquesitsonahilltopoverlookingthelargest lakein
Asia Insideisastonecasket herethehdynanlies. Reopl ejourney here
fromal| over Ind atosay aprayer adnakeawshthat wil hopefu ly
cone true. Viden you nake your wish, youtieasnal | pieceof faoricfrom
oneof your autfitsor abang etothecasket. | sawnany very si ck peopl e
theretoowhowoul djust |ay domnonthefloor intears begging, | guess
itistruethet dl that isleft far thertodoistopray. | toonade awsh
andtiedasnal | pieceo bromfaricfromnyoutfit tothe casket. Ven
itisganted | amsupposedtojourney back and renove another ore. |
cantell thoughthat there are nany ungranted wshes, for thetenpl e
overflonswththem Véthentravel eddowntothel ake, whi choverl ooks
theMghal enpire’ sruins. Therel net avillagenathteacher and gave a
student of hisaquarter andtd dhimthat novhecanprovetoall of his
friendsthet henet anAericangrl inthepark Theday befare, | vent for
apcnicintheHnal ayaswthRby, Latif, and Jabar. Ther e (contnetpege)




(cintinued) vewva kedthrough snall riversidevillagesandchattedwth
horsenen and | ocal s. Tonorrow w il bea day of narket bargai ni ng and
street-vandering, and onthe28th, | heedbeck toDe hi.

June26 Qrrently| sit by cand €ight conposingthis|etter.

Internet has beenscarcesoit isbest to goprepared. Thepest ten days|
have beeninthe nountai ns, and nay continuetostay herefor therest
of nytrip. Thepast week | have beentrekki nginthe H nal ayan
Mutai nswthlatif, Jabara, 2horsenen, 4poniesandachicken. Al day
logvewou dfacesuddenranor hail starns, literdlyracingwththe
veat her tobe surewecou dnakeit toour next canpsite beforethe
storngconeagain. If it vessumyout, al vas safebut raincaussedthe
dl aci ers to becone treacherous and weri sked havingthe ponies fal |
throughand break al eg. Severa tines, | nysel f vent through t he snow
uptony vai st and woul d have to cl awny vay back out toafirmspot. It
vasred lyquitehlarious, but a la of hardverk onyour legstrudg ng
about. Qr goa was asnal | nountai nglaci er | ake 4000+ net ers,
surrounded by wi | d fl oners and unknown beauty.  Qur journey began
by asnall village, upthroughpineforests past gypsy hones ad
sheepherders, over asnowcovered nountainandintoa grassy val l ey
of nothing but wi dfl owers and bones. Brery ni ght we woul d set up
canp, cook ahuge neal and si ngsongs aroundthefire. Theonly

Aneri can songwe coul d cone up wthwas “l’ma BarbieGrl” and“No
vonanno cry.” | adnost dedlaughingat thetinewe hadtryingto
ninic the tones of the songs. Sheepherders woul dstop to chat wth
us, gypsy childrenwoul dfao | owne around endl essly i n anazenent of
ny skincolor (tony horror eventotryto vt ch ne bat he and change! ).
¥ net one boy naned SaddamHussei n. The j our ney brought us al |
very closeand | vas disappointedvhenit canetoanend Olythe
chickendidnot nakeit back. Wen | | ook back nowon t he nount ai ns
ve have crossed, if you had shown ne pi ctures, | woul d have wondered
ifitvespsside

Grrently | amstayi ngonahouseboat at thefoot of the Hnal ayan
Munt ai ns. The houseboet s hereareunikeany athersintheverld, dl
hand- carved, nainyout of vl nut, adwthsuchintricatedetal. The
aeaisbeatifu; yesterday Latif andl tokash kara(typed boat here)
around thel ake past fl oatingvegetad e gardens, what were once very
expensi ve brick hones, |ilygardens, parksinthemdd edf thelakeada
Hndu crenationsite. Brerythingyoucanfindinthestreets, youcan
asofindonthel ake. Mnconeup offeringfreshroastedcorn, thereare
jedryretdles, talas, sneckboats adyes evenbeggars d | onshi karas
or other snall boatswow!| padd euptoyoupier steps. Duringny
tineherea Dutchrad ostati onhas a sointervi eved ne and ot her
friends of nneinlnd asa dthey sawne on Zee TVnews. Ina day or sol
nay headto asnal | Tibetanstylevillageinthe nounta ns, whi chhas
beenvirtud |y utouched by present- day life

Thiswvas ny secondtriptolndaand| vas evrdledat JNJi n NewDs hi,
for Hnd and Urdul anguage studi es. WWlenthe nucl ear crisisbrokeout, |
stayedonsothet | cod duderstandbetter wet it islike sincel wil one
day bevorkingintheinternationa relaionsfied Mst of nytinevas
spert inKashmir, wheretheheart of theseprad enslay. Therel | earned
nor e t han any book coul d have ever taught ne onwhat the real
situationisandhowthe peopl efed . The experienceisirrepl acead eand
| plantocontinuetostudy various countries andthen travel tothemso
astoepeaiexeit first hand | first startedda ngthingsliketh svhenl
was active duty nil i tary and have not st opped si nce. Too nany peopl e
today vl k around bl indtothe outsideworl d, we a | knowsoneone | i ke
that. Mre peopl e shou dopentheir eyestownat i s goi ngonaround
. Wththemyriadd infornationbeingthromeat ustoday, dl too
oftenthetruthbeconesblurred. In our changingwerldit isinperative
that venat only knowdat isgoingon, but dsotheressonsfarit. Itis
essertia that weas anati onunderstandthewvorl d s vari ous cust ons
adcutures, for nchof that helps explainthereasons behindthe
events ve are seel ngtake pl ace t oday.

\]UIyZAt 0430 a.m | awoke tothe chirping sound of ny al arm

Quickly | got ready and t hen knocked onthe ki t chen door to awaken Jabar
(that is wherehe sl eeps). Thi s norni ngvwe were headi ngtothe vegetabl e
narket. V& pushed of f fromtherickety pier,. The norningl ake vas snooth
asdass. Intheeast vecod dseethe sunrisi ng frombehi nd t he nount ai ns.
Ater about 15mn. of padd ing, weroundedabendtovwereanob of 60
or soShikaraboat s fought for spaceonthevater. Eachfarner vas
actionngdf hs vegetadesto thelocd vendors. Thereassonit is dl done
by boat is becauset he vegetabl es are groan onfl oatinggardens onthe
lake). | vas quickly chasedby alocal floner vendor vho carri ed aw de
assortnent of dfferent cd ors andsizesof floners. Ater srappingafew
picturesandchattingwththeloca s we headed back, only stoppingfor
the norning' s mil k and bread.

\]Uly3 Brery norning | have | ooked uptothe nountainto see a

snal | stonetover peekingthroughthetrees, andaboveit blownginthe
breezearedflag Today, curicsity got thebetter of ne Earlyinthenorning
Jaber and | set off toclinbthenoutain. Passingqui etly throughthe

nl i tary checkpoi nt we gl i ded up t he nount ai n past ponegr anat e and
aoricot trees, berry bushes and fl overs. Qcasi onal |y ve vwoul d cone acr oss
agroup of afewyoung boys carryi ng bags of apri cots back down the
nountain. Fnalyafter 2hours of clinbingwereachedthetop of the
nountai n, whi ch snel | ed sveet |y of pi ne. Vi bot h undervent a vi gorous
mlitary pat- downandthenclinbedthe 268 stepstothefoot of the
tenpl e. The tenpl e vas over 500 years ol d and vas dedi cat ed t 0 a BGof
the I ndi an A ny who passed avay i n 1923. Surroundi ng t he entrance were

. photogaphs of ather IndanAnysdders, wohaddedinthelineof

aduty, nast of the Border Security Force. VEva ked sl oWy upthe very | ast
fewveryhighstonestepsintothetenple. Thereinthefront sat asnooth
cone-shaped stone. Aclay pat hungaboveit wthasnall hdeinthe
bott omi nwhi ch arose was stuffed. Véter dri pped down fromthe rose
petds otothestone nakingit gistenbeatifuly. Aoudthestone
incense bi | | oned up and coi ns, powders, rice and fl overs|ay. Ayoung boy
stoodtheretryingtoesat thericeas hisnother swattedhi mand resuned
prayers. As eachof the Hndus steppedin, the hdy nan by the stone t ook
bl essed wat er and spoonedit intotheir cupped hands. The peopl et hen
drank sone andthrewt herest over their heads. Hethenpl acedayel | ow
povder bind nark oneachof their foreheads. They each | eft anoffering,

t ouched t he st one and t hen t hensel ves and backed out, never oncetaki ng
their eyes of f the stone. The vihal e way back down t he nount ai n ve spent
our tine clinbingapricat treestoshekedomtheripefrut, eatingthe best
ones aswewent. Qcevevere offeredaride back downwthafew
mlitary nen, but vethankedthemandpditeyrefused, sinceit isvel
known t hat nany peopl e have di sappeared around t hese parts af ter
gettinginto onedf their vehicles. It was eveningby thetineve reached
the bottomof the nount ai n.

Ve |, | ambeckinDe hi nowandthi s eveningheadtoVaranesi. It isvery hat
here, 48 degrees C and up! Last night | vas awake nost of the ni ght
sveatingfor wthout dectricityandthefan slegpngisinpossib e
\aranesi shoudnat betood fferent thenBd hi asfar asthe heat goes, but
itwll keinerestingtosee

POStSCI’Ipt, JUIy 22 | actually barely nade it back to

thestates. | caught Shigella( becteriafromecontaninat ed food and vt er)
onthelast dayor tvowen| vesinlinda Thevater filtraiondevicesin
NewDel hi- st opped wor ki ng properly and t he t ap vat er we were dri nki ng
vas besicld y sevagevater. sotheboilingthat wea vays dod dn't vork .
Ether that or it got neinthe shoner or onthe washed di shes. Vido knovs?
| vas sosi ckthough, thet assoonas| got toH agstaff, | hadtobetakento
the engrgency room That' s where they found out what | had and started
neonartibiatics. It'spretty nuochgonenow but it's beentouch keepi ng
wwththemlitarywilestill ba nginarecovery stage
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