Newsletter of the Knoxville Writers' Guild

Volume 11, Number 1, January 2003

Fast Tennesseﬁ/ r | t e r

January 2 will be Robert Burns Night

Bat hant |
to Read
Feb. 6

Anar d-w nni ng poet ,
author, adp ay-
wight Joseph
Batharti wll read
fromhi s works at the February 2003
neetingof theknoxvilleWiters' Gild.

Grrentlyavisitingprofessor a U,

Bat hanti won the Garoli na Novel Anard for
2000- 2001 for hisfirst novd , st Li berty,
andistheauthor of four books of poetry.
Qe, ThisMtal, was nomnatedfor the
Nat i onal Book Awar d and won t he 1997
Gscar Arnol d Young Avard for the best
book of poens by a North Garol i na aut hor .

Bathanti’ s play, “Afono,” won t he Vichovi a
Haywights Rrize and The H aywights
Fund of North Grdli napri ze.

At the January 2 neetingof the Knoxville Witers' Giild, wnners of
the third annual Robert Burns Poetry Anard/ Terry Senpl e Menori al
Qntest wll readtheir prize-wnningpoens. Theprogranwill beginat 7
pmat thelawrd Theater inthe University area, 16thand Laurd .

Est abl i shed i n 2000 by Mirybet h Boyant on i n nenory of her | at e hus-
band, Terry Senpl e, the contest isfor poetry onthe subj ect of heritage,
broad y defined. 1t night be the general inpact of one’ s heritageonthe
d scovery of self, or acd eraiondf ancestry, ethnicity, coomonity, regon
o themxof cuturesinour soci ety.

Thefirst prizeis $00, pustvoticketstothe Satti sh Sci ety of
Knoxvi |1 € s Robert Burns N ght Gl ebrati onon
Jan. 26, 2003. Two $50 avar ds of

excel lencew || gotothe runners-up.

(ne $50 pri ze for a poemr egar di ng
Glticheritagew!| benade by the
SatishSciety o Koxille

Whnners w | al so be recogni zed at the
KWEG a Aerds inAril. The
programi s free and opentothe
public. Refreshnentsw | be served.




The Writing News

Ril out thed dTrench -
cod: there sworktodo

Read, Rg ster, and R ease

(Adapt ed froma G\Nnews report)

Fol ks at Book@ ossi ng. comnight have st untl ed ont o a way
toturntheworldintoa virtual | ending | i brary-- sonet hi ng

that woul d have nade Benj amin Frankl i n, proponent of the
first pdiclibraryinthe Uhited Sates--very pl eased. The
(pen Sour ce sof t war e novenent popul ari zes the noti on t hat
“infornationvartstobefree ” but Fanklinoriginatedthe
ideaof apudliclibrarywereideas cou dbeaccessibeto
anyone, not just peopl e wththe neans to buy books.
Book@ ossi ng. com afreeservicethat hillsitsdf asthe“karna
o literaure” vatstospreadthejoy. Itslikeja ningabook
cluoonline except, inconcert wththeideathat books and

i deas bel ong t o everyone, nenters fol |l owthe “3 Rs of

Book@ ossi ng: Read, Regi ster and Rl ease.” They use a
nuntoeri ng systemt o record and track thei r books, andthen
they “rd easethemintothewl! d.”

Book@ osser s can | eave books nar ked wi t h a BookQ ossi ng
registrati onlabel anywhere (stickers of ten adnoni sh, “Don' t
sel | thishook!”) Qffee shops andrestaurants are oovi ous
sites, but advent urous types al sol eave books at bus stops, on
transandina rports. It turnsintosonet hi ng of a scavenger
hurt.

Then, onthe Vb site, Book@ ossers post where t hey have
dropped of f each book. There, you can search by book, by
dropl ocationor by nenfoer, or choose the browse feature
“gohunting.” Thisiswvherekarnaconesin. It isacross
between “i f youl ove sonething, set it free,” and “cast your

bread uponthevaters.” @, as
Myry Hobbi e, a BookQ osser
frorXlata Gorga pu it,
“Thethrill of soneone find ngone of your ‘rel eased books
isthebiggest ded ... | just |iketoknowsoneone has found
one of ny books ... andthenwatchthemrel easeit and

fol | owwhere t he book goes.” Chi | dren can be

BookG ossers, too. Qe 8year-ddusesthesitetostore
book reports and al so | eaves hi s books on pl aygr ounds
and other places kids wll findthem Teachers sonetines
usethesitetoreadandrel easechil dren' s books aswel |

For Sandra Kreci och, BookG ossingisapditica act. Sesays
the nainval ue of thesitefor her i s “beconing exposedto
books that are not part of the bi g hype bei ng pushed by
large pubdlishers.” Selikes find ng books by snal | er

aut hors who have ahard tine getti ng recogni ti on.

TheInternet facilitates the coomunity, andthough that
night excl ude those who can't get online, anyone, wthor
wthout Internet access, nay find books that have been
rel essedinto“thewld”

Theresa Levy, anot her Book@ osser , wites about t he book
tradi ngthat goes onw th peopl e who backpack or sai |
aroundthevorl d, stoppingat Internet cafestologon
duringtheir traves. Sep anstosendabatchdf reg stered
books onher sister’ snext trip.

Theidea if it cacheson, coddtuntheverldintoalibrary
wthout valls, avirtud lendnglibrarywthanonine
cad g

Vet her it cat ches on
or not, Book@ osser
Mryanne S ahl says,
“Theinportant thingis
passi ng on wor ks you
love. Sreadngthe
vor as.”

So put on your
trenchcoat and dark
d asses, rel easeyour
fondest book intothe
wld adse it free




PRE/IPENT'Y COLUMN

@y JviLic Avenr

I I isstill tvoveekstoQristnas as |

witethiscoaumm but bythetineit finds
itsad ence, | wil havegainedat | east
five pounds and suff ered t hrough a
series of nassi ve hangovers. Despitethe
near constancy of hd idayrevel ry, | wil
have forced nysel f towite wenever |
hedani ght off, and| w1l have spert
veekend af t ernoons | yi ng on ny sof a,
al ternat el y nowani ng and per usi ng
copi es of theNewYorker, Nati onal
Geographi ¢, and sundry vani ty naga-
zines. And by thetine t he NewYear
actud lyrdlsaround, | wll eschewthe
traditionof nakingaresd utioninfavor of refocusingongettingbackto
the busi ness of work, witing, andwnter.

Adtheresheis, staringnedown |ike adisapproving ol dwonan, girded
and bundl ed up f or January’ s promse of col d and desol ati on, the post-
hol i day B ue Lady. Miybe that’ s wiy we party so nuch al | season | ong,
fromThanksgi vi ngto NewYear’ s: we knowshe' s vai tingfor us, inher
patient condescensi on, ready towhi p us backintoline. V& obey her, and
tineiswy. Tineaswe haveinventedit rd|sover intoanewsd ar rotati on,
andwefindthat asgoodatineas any topull oursel ves t oget her and
behave | i ke decent hunan bei ngs agai n, drivento productivity and
aeivity.

Mybeit' swy I'mdrantoRussianliteraturejust after the NewYear, and
inspiredtowitelittlevignettes about peopl e naned Vanka and \essi |y,
trudgi ng through t he frozen st eppes af ter havi ng beenthronn off atrain
toMadi vostok. Andfrankly, that’s howl vi ewt he nont hs bet weent he
hal i day season and t he advent of the spring: the year’ s bad ands, | orded
over by the B ue Lady, atinewenit’ s best tostayinside, bothinour
hones and i n our sel ves.

Therearestill afewoccasi ons for feasti ngand nerrinent inthese stark
wnter nonths, andwe' Il give you one January 22 our annual cel ebration of
t he poet Robert Burns, whowas borninJanuary. Andwe' || take your
cotest entriesinpoetry, fiction, andessay, vhi chyou shoul d be worki ng
onsincethere snothingelsetodo. Thedead ineisthe endof January, j ust
when t he crocuses start coning up.

W' spwihlocd Wite's

Vel t Barger, author of Crk Salsinthe Twlight:
Sel ect Poens, al ong wi thLi ndy Thonas, aut hor
of RavireCek, aGvil Vit histaicd fiction wil
be si gni ng books at Books- A Ml i on, 8513
KngstonR ke, Kowille, onJan 25, 3-6pm

Li nda Parsons Mrionisintervi ened by
husband Jef f Dani el Marioninthe newbook
Her Vrds: D verse \oi ces i n Gont enpor ary
Appal achi an Venen' s Roetry (Felicia Mtchel |,
El, UrPress, 2002). Featuredare 20i ntervi evs
andcritica essays by witersinc ud ng Kay Byer,
@orgeHlalyon, JoGrson, Nkki Govami,
LynnPowel |, and Betsy S |, inadditionto
Mrion. Thebookis availabl e at Barnes &Nobl e.

If youwoul dliketowiteabook reviewfor the
nevsl etter, pl ease send arevi ewof 200 wor ds
andaone-linebioande-nail to

j md531k@sn. com

The Gii I d s Genre Wi ting Goupis | ooki ng
for witerswowiteina“genre’ —.e., science
fiction, nystery, ronance, vestern, etc. Nowisthe
tinetoformagroup dedi catedtorevi ew ng and
pronoti ng your work. Davi d Booker is the new
group coordi nator. Gntact him at

tal | tal est ogo@ot nai | . com

Menioers' D rectory Qut

The KnoxvilleWiters' Gild s current nenbers'
drectoryisnowavail abl e Mnerswoliveout of
town and cannot attend a neeting can order a copy
by e-nai | (schoene@ztec.lib. utk edu) or leavea
nessage (865 974 3004), but dueto nailing costs and
lack of secretarid staff, oy out-of -county nenfoers
can have copies nailedtothem Drectories canbe
acqui red fromPanel a Schoeneval dt  at neeti ngs.




KWG Writing Contests Schedule for 2003

The Knoxvil le Witers' @il dsponsors the fo | owng annual
literary contests wthnorethan $2000inprizes for poetry,
fiction, andessays! Hter as nany of these contests asyoulike:

Peter Tayl or Prize for the Tennessee Book Anard(ongoi ng;
not open t o nenbers or enpl oyees of UN)
Robert Burns Poetry Anard: Terry Senpl e Menorial Prize
(Bead ine Dec. 15)
Thefod lowngcontests wll share adead ine of January 31 each year.
Li bba Mbore G ay Poetry Pri ze
Leslie Garrett H cti on Gntest
Young Witers PrizeinPoetry

Essay Gontest (Thenethis year i s "Love and Deat h'")
Read winni ng entri es fromrecent contests at vwwy knoxvi | | ewitersguild. org

General Qui del i nes

The followng gui delines apply toal | KGBcontests. Hwever, see speci fic gui de-
I'i nes under each contest headi ng for i ndivi dual exceptions or addi tions.

1 Ontestsopento residents of Tennessee abovethe age of 18wththefol | owng
exceptions: Menbers of the KMGboard of directors are excl uded fromal | KV/G
conpetiti ons. Previous 1st prizewnners cannot enter the contest they won. A so,
see Soeci fic G del i nes under Young Witers Rrizefor age and | ocal e excepti ons .

2. Gontestants may enter nore than one cont est si mul t aneousl y, and nay nake
nul ti pl e subnissi ons to the sane contest unl ess st at ed ot herw se (see each
cotest’s Soecific Gi dd i nes).

3. Al dead ines areJan. 31, except for the Robert Burns Poetry Anard, whichi s
Decenfoer 15, 2002, post nar ked.

4. Wnners and runners-upw || be announced at our Mrch Anards Gl a. (Details
announced i nJan.). Include SAEfor |ist of wnners.

5. Incl ude a cover sheet wtheachentry, clearly designatingthe contest youare
entering. Incl ude nane, address, phone nuniber and enai | address (optional ) on
cover sheets only. Eachentry nust be acconpani ed by a cover sheet. Db not put
nane or other identifyinginfornationontheentriesthensel ves. (They wll be

coded, by nunber, for judging).

6. Minuscriptswll not bereturned, keep copies.

7. See bel owfor descriptions of i ndividua contests, dead ines, judges and any
specificruespecdiar toind vidud cotests.

8. Sone of these contests charge a$15entry fee. Mist provi de one free subms-
si on per contest for K/Gneners. Guil d nenber shipis $25 per year; $20for
students. Tojoin, nake checks payableto' KW&’ For noreinfornation, visit the
KVGwebpage at v knoxvi | | ewri tersguil d. org.

9. All work must be original and previously published works will not be
accepted.

Tayl or Frize 2000
Hnalist Has Book
Chosen by WU

Qadel | at Sea by Mredith Sue
WIlis. Vanda i a Press 2002
$2.50(0).

Thefirst aignd novd tobe
publ i shed under the Vandal i a
Pressinprint for creative Vst
Mrgnawitingwll beMredith
SeWlissQadd | a Sea abock
chosenasafirdist inthe Rter
Taylor Rizefor the Novel, sport
sored by the Knoxvil le Witers'
Gildandthe Lhiversity of
Tennessee A ess.

Thi s contenporary novel , whichis
due out in Septenber, takes pl ace
intwonai nsettings: onacruse
shi p and t hrough f | ashbacks t o
thererrator’ sfictiond Vst

M rgini a honetown. Thetransi-
tions frompresent topast are
vel | done and hel p the reader see
howt hi s nowweal t hy wonan
cane to her current viewof the
wor | d and showwhy she has such
dfficutyinhandingthe present
aiss

Vandal i a press publ i shes works of
inerest tothe generd reader,

ind ud ngfiction poetry, non
fictionand conmentary on nany
subj ectswthaparti cul ar focus on
thecu tureof Vidst M rginiaand

Appdl achi a.




Gu ldH ans
2nd Annual
@GlaAxril 5

The Knoxvi | leWiters' Giildis naking
plansfor its second annual gal aon
Saturday, Axril 5 2003, a the Hil ston
HllsQutry G ub.

The ideadf theannual galaisto
present an opportunity tohonor both
along-tinelocal witer andw nners of
the vari ous conpeti ti ons sponsored
by the Guild. Last year's honoree vas
Nevs- Sentinel wii ter Garson Brever.
Witerswll readfromtheir prize-

w nni ngvworks. Therew || al so be

nusi ¢ and f ood.

DonWI i ans, vice-president of the
Gild isthecoord nator for the evert.
Those worki ng on hi s conmittee are
LaraSill, Judy Loest, Mrybeth
Boyant on, Don Veébster, and Kay
Newt on.

Enpor i umArt s
Canter to be New
Hone for Guil d

The Enpori um a downt own Knoxvi | | e
Bui | di ng bei ng renovat ed by ent repre-
neur Davi d Devhirst, wll bethe new
hone of the Knoxville Witers' Gild
busi ness offi ce

Thebui I ding, locatedat the corner of
Jackson Avenue and Gy Sreet, wil be
horetoanartists' comnmunity, the
pused atsandcutueinthecity.
BsidestheWiters Gild, wichwll
nove i n soneti ne i n Mrch 2003, two
other parties have nade cormit -
nentstohavethei r gall eries housedin
thebuil dng. The KBofficewll be
usedfor Gildproectsadas a
neetingplacefor snal | groups. It wil
contai na conput er and filing cabi nets
for Gildrecords.

A an Cheuse

Gorge Grrett Doris Betts

D sti ngui shed Aut hor s Lend
Eqertiseto Tayl or Rl ze Judg ng

Thi 'sj f T itioni

Spart T, Vi Chven t 1086 N rorgl Bk A fGr 11 ct1On | mo 4 et bock, Tre
Hil f-1ifeof Happiness, (1999) Gasey brings usancther famly portrait. Gaseyisthe
fouthjudgesd ectedtoreviewfindists nanuscripts suottedfor the Talar Rize Al
judges have beenfigures prominert intheliterary fied.

John Gasey

Reter Tayl o

George Grrett judged the 2000 contest. M.
Grrett holds a BA from the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst and an MFA in

Creative Writing from Vermont College.

Heistheauthor of thirty books—rovel s, story
adpoetry cd | ections, biogrgphies, criticism
essays, and dranas—and heisthe editor of

ei ghteen ot her books.

DorisBtsjudgedthe contest in2001 M. Btts,
Aunmi D stingui shed Professor of BEhglishat the
Wiversityof NrthGrding istheauthor of ten
books of fiction, includngBeasts of the Suthern
WI d, Headi ng Viést, Soul s Rii sed fromthe Dead,

58

A an Gheuse judged the 2002 contest. Heis a

novelist, storywiter, jowrnaist, andauthor, anong other books, of The Gand
not hers’ @ uband The Li ght Possessed and Lost and O d R vers, and t he nenoi r
Fall Qutt of Heaven. He serves as book conment at or for NPR s eveni ng nevs-
nagazi ne “A'l Thi ngs Gnsi dered.”

Ater abevy of readers appointedby BianGiffin, coordnator of the Reter Tayl or
R ect, reads through hundreds of nanuscripts, those consi dered best are gi ven
to the j udge, who chooses one as t he w nner and of t en r econmends r unner s- up
for publicationby various presses. Rl esfor the Reter Tayl or conpetiti oncanbe

found at the KWGweb site, wwv knoxvillewitersguild org. Mnbers of theGild
adUUstaff aeindigbefor thecotest.

Sarah Van Arsdal e has won t he 2003 cont est with her novel , Bue, whichwll be
publ i shed by the Lhi versity of Tennessee Press. SheholdsaBA fromthe
University of Massachusetts at Amherst and an MFA in Creative Writing from
Vermont College. Her first novel, Toward Amnesia, was published by

Riverhead/Putnam in 1996.




Knoxville Writers” Guild:
@ gani zed i n Cecentoer 1992 n Knoxvi | 1 e,
TN tofedlitae abroed ird s veadesi-
tariancommnity anong area witers; to
provide aforumfor i nfornation, support
and sharing anong witers; tohel p nem
bersimroeadnarket ther witingsklls,
andtopronotewiting andcreativityin
thew der conmuni ty through educati on,
pudication, adsposorship o witingre
latedpdiceverts. Metingsarehd dthe
first Thursday of eechnantha the Laurel
Thester. Ofioars: Residat: JdieAm; Vice
President: DonWIians; Secretary: Km
Trevathen; Tressure: LaraSill; Hsptd -
ity: Kay Newton; Publicity: Marybeth
Boyant on; Menber shi p dat abase: R p
Lyd ck; Rresident Eneritus: Jack Reese; WP
Eneritus: Mchael Gllespie; Nevsl etter
Edi tor: Jeanne MDonal d, V@bmistress: Jo
Ann Pant ani zopoul os. Boar d Menber s:
Mar ybet h Boyant on, Robert Boyd,
Githerine Gawey, Robert Lydick, Kay
Newton, Caroline Norris, Panela
Shoerevd dt, Lara Sill, MrlereTayl ar,
IngaTreitler, Kmilrevathen, Sacy Jones
Vil ler, adDnW lias. Desae®s5 $0
for students. The KWBdoes not di scri ni-
nat e agai nst any person because of race,
age, gender, handi cap or country of na-
tiod oign Sed enail nessages to
edtar, jnaB3lk@sn com, o topresidet
JulieAuver at hil degaard@arthl i nk. com
web: vwwv knoxvi | ewritersguild.org;
for address changes or corrections, e-nail
ri poet @ot nai | . com
H ease renentoer that dues are

now$25; $20 for students.

KNOXVILLE
WRITERS’

GUILD

P.O. Box 10326
Knoxville, TN 37939

HONTO JA N

Tojointhe Witers' Quild, conplete
the formbel owand mai | to P.Q Box
10326, Knoxville, TN37939, al ong
wth annual dues of $25, or give

t he f or mand your check to any
boar d nenber of the Quiild. Dues
are $20 for students. Menership
allows youtoparticipatein study
groups, recei ve di scount's on books
and Quil d nerchandi se, and

nont hl y i ssues of the newsl etter.

Nane

Addr ess

Tel ephone Nb.

Enai | Address

Vb Ste




