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Guild members 

make news.

By REBECA MEYER

The Knoxville Writers’ Guild 
will have an open mic for read-
ings by Guild members at its 

Thursday, July 6th meeting. The pro-
gram, which begins at 7 p.m., is held at 
The Laurel Theater on the corner of 16th 
Street and Laurel Avenue in the Fort 
Sanders community.

The public is invited to attend. A $1 
donation is suggested to help cover re-
freshment costs.

To ensure everyone has a chance to 
read, each member will be limited to 
ýve minutes. Members are request-
ed to limit their reading to works suit-

able for a general audience. There will 
be a sign-up sheet at the door and the 
meeting will go on until everyone has a 
chance to read.

“This is a great opportunity for mem-
bers to gain experience reading in a 
supportive environment while giving 
others a glimpse at our members’ lat-
est works,” said Pam Strickland, KWG 
2006 program chair.

In addition to the readings, informa-
tion on the Guild’s Summer Workshops, 
which are held at Pellissippi State Tech-
nical Community College, will be avail-
able. 

John Reaves, coordinator of the event, 

said KWG is considering other events 
like this one. Watch future issues for 
more information.

Page

Knoxville Writers’ Guild Monthly Events for July and August

6
Want to run for 

the Board? 

Summer 
Workshops  

Proýles of the  
courses and  

the instructors,  
see pages 3-5.

Open mic night at Guild’s July 6th meeting
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R.B. Morris

Images from 
the KWG Gala.

By REBECA MEYER

Knoxville legend R.B. Morris – singer, songwriter, 
playwright and poet – will be featured at the Knox-
ville Writers’ Guild meeting at 7 p.m., Thursday, 

August 3rd at Laurel Theater, corner of 16th Street and Laurel 
Avenue. Morris will discuss his creative process, including 
how he determines what medium is 
best suited for a particular idea.

Morris’s CD’s and books will be 
available for purchase, and he will be 
available to autograph them after his 
presentation. The public is invited. A 
$1 donation is requested to help cover 
the cost of refreshments.

Morris hails from Knoxville, TN. In 
the 1980s, he edited an arts and liter-
ary tabloid, Hard Knoxville Review, 
which attracted a cult following in 

this country and in Europe. He has published two volumes 
of poetry, The Man Upstairs (1998) and Littoral Zone (2004) 
He also wrote the one-man play, The Man Who Lives Here is 
Loony (1992), about the turbulent life of writer James Agee. 
He recently played Agee in productions of the play both at 
the University of Tennessee (UT) and at the Cornelia Street 
Cafe in New York City.

In recent years, Morris has been a 
celebrated recording artist. His CDs 
include Take That Ride (1997, Oh 
Boy Records), Knoxville Sessions, 
and Zeke and the Wheel (1999, Koch 
Records). Lucinda Williams has 
called him “the greatest unknown 
songwriter in the country.” While 
Steve Earle says, “RB Morris is one 
of the reasons I started writing poet-
ry.” Morris is currently the Writer in 
Residence at UT, Knoxville.

R.B. Morris and the creative process in August 
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Local 
Writers’ 
News 

KWG member, News Sentinel 
columinst, and editor of New 
Millennium Writings Don 
Williams says, òIõll be teaching 
ôAdventures in Writing,õ a six-
week writing course beginning 
7 p.m. Tuesday, July 11, at the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 2931, 
Kingston Pike, near UT. Cost 
is $140. For more information, 
phone 428-0389 or 865-805-
8849 or e-mail donwilliams7@
charter.net, and Iõll send 
complete details, or enroll by 
showing up. Iõd love see you 
there.ó

Don is also teaching two, two-
hour writing courses at the KWG 
Summer Workshops. For details, 
see òWriting for Beginners and 
Othersó on page 5.

KWG member Pamela 
Schoenewaldtõs short story 
òThe Ice Age in New Jersey,ó 
won a second prize ($300) and 
publication for Literal Latteõs 
Fiction Competition. 

Pamela says, òThe story was 
reviewed by the KWG short 
þction group. Their support and 
constructive, insightful critique 
strengthen the story. The 
discipline of getting stories ready 
for the group review is enormous 
beneþt of being in a KWG writing 
group.

Send to talltalestogo@
hotmail.com or the P.O. box 
on the newsletterõs back page. 
Deadline: August 15th

East TennesseeEast TennesseeThe

Editor: David E. Booker 
Circulation Database: Robert Lydick 
and Carole Ann Borges 
Contributors: Pam Strickland, Ellen 
Kern, Carole Ann Borges, Patricia 
Hope, John Reaves, & Rebeca Meyer. 

The East Tennessee Writer covers 
the writing news in and around Knox-
ville and welcomes suggestions and 
contributions. Contact David E. Booker 
at talltalestogo@hotmail.com. Clip art 
courtesy of ClipartHeaven.com.
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Don Williams to teach 
Summer Workshops  

Now, a word or two from our ýnancial advisor 
Jim Johnston

[Editorôs note: I know, I know, writers and 
numbers are supposed to go together about as 
well as cake and vegetables, but Jim Johnston, 
treasurer of the Knoxville Writersô Guild, be-
lies that stereotype, and it has been through 
his diligence that the Guild is gaining a ýrmer 
handle on its ýnancial issues, and that means 
things like the newsletter can continue.]

I am pleased to report that your Guild has 
had a successful ýrst ýve months with 
receipts of $21,063 and expenditures of 

$15,665. This provides us with a manage-
able cash þow as we approach the latter half 
of the year when, traditionally, expenses tend 
to be higher than receipts. We are forecasting 
total receipts for the year of $38,400 and to-
tal expenditures of $38,383. Although small, 
this will be our ýrst surplus year for almost 
four years, which is quite an achievement as 
we had outstanding commitments from 2005. 
I also am pleased to report that the Guild cur-
rently has no outstanding payables or receiv-
ables. The more stable ýnancial situation 
reþects the hard work of your Board, particu-
larly in the areas of membership, writing com-
petitions and workshops.  Additionally, we 
have received excellent support for our anthol-
ogy which will be published in October. 

Your Board is committed to ýscal responsibil-
ity. In May, we purchased a bulk mailing per-
mit which will reduce long-term postage costs.  
Based on member feedback, we have decid-
ed against going to an electronic newsletter. 
However, to reduce printing costs, the Board 
has approved moving to a bi-monthly newlet-
ter format for the balance of the year.  

I also am pleased to report that the Guild has 
completed all of the statutory tax ýlings re-
quired by Federal and State governments. This 
has been an arduous and time consuming proj-
ect but again it is a necessary element of a ýs-
cally responsible non-proýt organization.

The Board and its key committees have re-
ceived a preliminary monthly cash þow for 
2007. This will give Board members and 

Committee Chairs time to review projects and 
submit recommendations for development and 
consideration of a 2007 Budget at our October 
meeting.

Thank you for your on-going support. 

A few more words about the 
changes to the Guild newsletter

As Jim alluded to in his article and as 
you may have guessed by now, The 
East Tennessee Writer is going bi-

monthly, at least for the rest of the year. While 
this will mean a loss of pages, I hope it will 
not mean a loss of service. 

What Jim didn’t tell you in his report is that 
this change is based on my – the editor’s – 
recommendation. Therefore, if you have any 
concerns, direct them at me and not Jim. Fi-
nancial pressures on the Guild made this and 
other changes necessary. 

The newsletter is the largest single expense the 
Guild incurs. Purchasing the mailing permit 
will help, but the cost of printing is not inex-
pensive. Other writing organizations I looked 
at have online only newsletters (e-newslet-
ters), publish quarterly with e-mail or smaller 
e-newsletter supplements in between, or pub-
lish quarterly. Some donôt publish a newsletter 
of any kind at all. 

The Board thought that continuing to have a 
print version of the The East Tennessee Writer 
was the best way to serve both present and po-
tential members of the Guild, and even with a 
bi-monthly printing schedule, the Guild mem-
bers would still be receiving a service that ap-
pears to be growing increasing rarer for writ-
ing organizations. 

			   ï David E. Booker  
editor

Information to share? 

“The Ice Age in N.J.” 
takes 2nd place 
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Knoxville Writers’ Guild Summer Workshops

For directions, go to http://www.pstcc.edu/
maps.html. Address is 10915 Hardin Valley Road 
Knoxville, TN 37933-0990, the main campus.

Unless noted, sessions meet from 6 - 8 p.m.

Call John Reaves at 659-2651 or e-mail jreaves@
pstcc.edu.

Please Print
Name_____________________________________  
 
Street ____________________________________

City ______________________________________ 

State __________            Zip__________________

E-mail ____________________________________

Telephone_________________________________

Knoxville Writersõ Guild member? 
___yes    ___ no

If you wish to join the Writersõ Guild, add $25 to 
your total  ($20 if you are a full-time student) and 
pay member rates for workshops.

Pellissippi State employee or student?   
___ yes   ___ no   If so, pay member rates.

How did you learn about the workshops?

________________________________________

Please list the workshops you want to attend:

How to get to Pellissippi Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

7-10
Carole Ann Borges
Elements of Fiction: 

Character, 
WS#101

 McWherter, Room 322

Doris Gove
Picture Books for Children

WS#123
 McWherter, Room 337

7-11 
Marianne Worthington

Poetry for Beginners:Shaping the 
Poem, WS#201

McWherter, Room 322

Pam Strickland
Public Relations for Writers, 

WS#789
McWherter, Room 337

Cyn Mobley
Practical Side of Writing:

Care & Feeding of Agents, WS#401
McWherter, Room 340

7-12
Brian Grifþn

Short Story Writing:
Discovering Stories

WS#301
McWherter, Room 322

Robert Pelton
Book Publishing Options

6 to 9 pm
WS #543

McWherter, Room 337

7-13
Ed Sullivan

Fiction and Nonþction for 
Young People

6 to 9 pm
WS#678

McWherter, Room 322

Pam Strickland
Taking Chances, Taking a 

Stand, and Balancing on the 
Tightrope
WS#012

McWherter, Room 337

7-17
Carole Ann Borges

Elements of Fiction: Plot
 WS#102

 McWherter, Room 322

Doris Gove
Picture Books for Children

WS#123
McWherter, Room 337

7-18
Marianne Worthington
Poetry for Beginners:

Smoothing the Poem, WS#202
McWherter, Room 322

R. B. Morris
Song Writing, WS#234
McWherter, Room 337

Cyn Mobley
Practical Side of Writing:  

The Dreaded Outline
6 to 9 pm, WS#402

McWherter, Room 340

7-19 
Brian Grifþn

Short Story Writing:
Creating Place

WS#302
McWherter, Room 322

Dorothy Foltz-Gray
Magazine Writing

6 to 9 pm
WS#345

McWherter, Room 337

7-20
Don Williams

Writing for Beginners and 
Others

6 to 9 pm
WS#455

 McWherter, Room 322

R. B. Morris
Song Writing

WS#234
McWherter, Room 337

7-24
Carole Ann Borges

Elements of Fiction: Setting
WS#103

 McWherter, Room 322

Pam Stickland
Interviewing and Other 
Research Techniques

WS#890
McWherter, Room 337

7-25
Marianne Worthington

Poetry for Beginners: Sculpting 
the Poem
WS#203

McWherter, Room 322

Ina Hughs
Memoir Writing

WS#567
McWherter, Room 337

Cyn Mobley
Practical Side of Writing: Making 

(& Keeping) Writing Money,
WS#403

McWherter, Room 340

7-26
Brian Grifþn

Short Story Writing:
How Conÿict Works

WS#303
McWherter, Room 322

7-27
Don Williams

Writing for Beginners and 
Others (Repeat)

WS#466
McWherter, Room 322

Ina Hughs
Memoir Writing

WS#567
McWherter, Room 337

July 10 – 27, 2006
Co-sponsored by the English Department of Pellissippi State Technical Community College. 

Times of the Workshops

For more information

Workshop Registration

Number Title Cost

WS#_____________ ______________________________________________________ ___________

WS#_____________ ______________________________________________________ ___________

WS#_____________ ______________________________________________________ ___________

WS#_____________ ______________________________________________________ ___________

KWG Dues (if you want to join) ___________

Total ___________

Submit this form with your check to:
KWG Workshops
1451 Ellejoy Road 

Seymour, TN 37865

Make the check payable to:
Knoxville Writersõ Guild

Information on the 
workshops, prices, and 

instructors on the next page.
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The Elements of Fiction: Hands-on 
Exercises to Unblock Your Creative 

Imagination
Informal, creative play sometimes 

delivers amazing results. Learn how to free 
yourself from cerebral limitations. Using 
a variety of prompts designed to assist 
creative ÿow, participants will create 
in-class sketches exploring the basics of 
þction. Participants are encouraged, but 
not required, to enroll in all three sessions.

Instructor Carole A. Borges is the 
author of Disciplining the Devil’s 
Country. Borges received her MFA from 
Vermont College and is a widely published 
poet. Her essays and articles have 
appeared in both regional and national 
newspapers and magazines. 

Character: Monday, July 10, 6 to 8 pm; 
Room MC322. WS#101.

Plot: Monday, July 17, 6 to 8 pm; Room 
MC322. WS#102.

Setting: Monday, July 24, 6 to 8 pm; 
Room MC322. WS#103.

Elements of Fiction Series. Sign up in 
advance for all three workshops and save 
$6. WS#104: $54 for members, $78 for 
nonmembers. If taken individually, each 
workshop is $20 for members, $28 for 
nonmembers.

Picture Books for Children
This workshop will present a guided 

tour of the process from idea to þnished 
product with stops along the way. Come 
prepared with ideas, drafts, edits, or 
questions for class discussion. Instructor 
Doris Gove is a biologist living in Knoxville. 
She has published six childrenõs books on 
nature topics and three hiking guides. Two 
sessions: Mondays, July 10 & 17, 6 to 8 pm; 
Room MC337. WS#123: $40 for members, 
$56 for nonmembers.

Poetry Writing for Beginners 
The workshops in beginning poetry 

are for novice poets or for poets who 
want refresher courses. Participants are 

encouraged, but not 
required, to enroll in all 
three sessions.

Instructor Marianne 
Worthington is the 
author of a poetry 
chapbook, Larger 
Bodies Than Mine 
(Finishing Line Press, 
2006). Her poetry 
has appeared in 
several journals and 
anthologies. Raised 
in Knoxville, she lives 
in Williamsburg, KY, 
and is on the faculty 
at University of the 
Cumberlands.  

Shaping the Poem. 
This session covers 
some basic topics 

in poetry construction, such as subject 
matter, vocabulary, voice, rhythm, and 
line breaks. Participants will freewrite 
to generate ideas as well as read poetry 
examples to work on modeling or shaping 
ideas into poems. Participants will write 
poems to bring back to the second session. 
One session: Tuesday, July 11, 6 to 8 pm; 
Room MC322. WS#201.

Smoothing the Poem. Part of this 
session is devoted to þnding and using 
metaphor (and other þgures of speech) 
and imagery in poetry. The other part 
of the session includes òsmoothingó out 
poems: revising, editing, and critiquing 
poems worked on in Session I.  One 
session: Tuesday, July 18, 6 to 8 pm; Room 
MC322. WS#202.

Sculpting the Poem. We will continue 
using poetic models as motivation for 
practicing the pacing, movement, and form 
of poetry. In addition to þnishing a þnal 
draft of a poem, this session will include 
more revising, editing, and critiquing of 
poems generated in Session II.  Some time 
is devoted to publishing and performance 
options for poets. One session: Tuesday, 
July 25, 6 to 8 pm; Room MC322. WS#203.

Poetry Writing for Beginners Series.  
Sign up in advance for all three workshops 
and save $6. WS#204: $54 for members, 
$78 for nonmembers. If taken individually, 
each workshop is $20 for members, $28 
for nonmembers.

The Practical Side of Writing
This series of workshops offers practical 

advice about the business of writing. 
Instructor Cyn Mobley is the USA Today 
bestselling author of more that thirty 
books, both þction and nonþction. She 
has been published by St. Martinõs Press, 
Berkley/Jove, Avon, Lyons and 
Alpha Books, and has written 
for the TV show JAG. Cyn lives 
in South Knoxville with her 
husband and eight Greyhounds. 

Participants are encouraged, but not 
required, to enroll in all three sessions.

The Care and Feeding of Agents. I 
average a 70% request-for-manuscript 
rate. Let me show you how to get, feed, 
groom, and þre an agent. Bring your query 
letter or proposal, successful or not, to 
the class for discussion. Tuesday, July 11, 
6 to 8 pm; Room MC340. WS#401: $20 for 
members, $28 for nonmembers.

The Dreaded Outline. Could you write 
six to ten books a year? Itõs possible--and 
even fun!--when you really understand 
the hows and whys of outlining. This is the 
inside scoop on what works and how a little 
thought up front can save you a ton of time 
down the road. No note cards, no in-depth 
character biographies, just my own 
personal system. One session: Tuesday, 
July 18, 6 to 9 pm; Room MC340. WS#402: 
$30 for members, $42 for nonmembers.

Making (and Keeping!) Your Writing 
Money. How can you make a small fortune 
as a writer? Either start with a big one 
OR learn how to multi-task your work 
AND learn the stuff youõre not good at but 
have to know to protect yourself: whatõs 
deductible, the hobby rule and how to 
paper the trail big time. And (gasp!) how to 
sock away that huge advance! One session: 
Tuesday, July 25, 6 to 8 pm; Room MC340. 
WS#403.

Practical Side of Writing Series. Sign 
up in advance for all three of Cyn Mobleyõs 
workshops and save $7. WS#404: $63 for 
members, $91 for nonmembers. 

Public Relations for Writers
Like it or not, we live in the world of the 

targeted market. Writing is a commodity, 
promoted and sold like iPods or panty 
hose. You canõt just hope someone will 
read what you write and you canõt depend 
on your publisher to do all the promotion. 
Learn how to write press releases, format 
them the way editors want them, and pick 
the right people to send them to. Learn 
to position yourself and your writing 
through the wonder of public relations and 
marketing. 

Instructor Pam Strickland has written 
for regional and national magazines, 
had her creative nonþction essays 
anthologized, and for four years was a 
local essayist for the National Public Radio 
afþliate in Little Rock. Former President 
Bill Clinton, in his best-selling memoir, 
described Strickland as a òreporter I 
really respected.ó She currently handles 
programming and publicity for the KWG 
board. One session: Tuesday, July 11, 6 
to 8 pm; Room MC337. WS#789: $20 for 
members, $28 for nonmembers.

 
Also from the same 

instructor:

Taking Chances, Taking a Stand and 
Balancing on the Tightrope

Youõve got something to say, but youõre 
afraid to say it, especially to the people 
who represent strength and power in your 
world. Success as a writer means taking a 
chance, both in what you have to say and in 
how you say it. Learn how to be brave and 
walk through that fear. Participants will be 
asked to respond to a brief questionnaire 
as part of the preparation for the course. 
Pam Stricklandõs writing stands have 
included asking the tough questions of 
politicians about everything from sex to 
taxes, explaining her Southern Baptist 
grandmotherõs support of gay marriage 
before it was a push-button political issue, 
and exploring the consequences of her 
parentsõ deaths when she was an infant. 
One session: Thursday, July 13, 6 to 8 pm; 
Room MC337. WS#012: $20 for members, 
$28 for nonmembers.

Interviewing and Other Research 
Techniques

Research isnõt just for college papers 
and newspaper articles, and itõs not just 
Googling. In this workshop, learn where 
and how to þnd out what you need to know 
for your creative projects, regardless of 
what kind of writing you do. Topics include 
preparing for, conducting, and following 
up on interviews; Internet searching; and 
other methods of þnding information. 
Pam Strickland provided research and 
story development for the August House 
Publishersõ childrenõs book, Under 
One Flag: A Year at Rohwer, which 
was nominated for the 2006 Historic 
Preservation Award. Monday, July 24, 6 
to 8 pm; Room MC337; WS#890: $20 for 
members, $28 for nonmembers.

Song Writing
This hands-on workshop will discuss 

songwriting methods. Participants are 
encouraged, but not required, to bring 
songs they are working on. Instructor R. 
B. Morris is a poet and playwright as well 
as a renowned songwriter and recording 
artist. His CDs include Take That Ride, 
Knoxville Sessions, and Zeke and the 
Wheel. Lucinda Williams has called him 
òthe greatest unknown songwriter in the 
country.ó Morris is currently the Writer in 
Residence at the University of Tennessee. 
For more information, visit www.
rbmorris.com. Two sessions: Tuesday, 
July 18 & Thursday, July 20, 6 to 8 pm; 
Room MC337. WS#234: $40 for members, 
$56 for nonmembers.

Short Story Writing
These workshops explore creative 

processes associated with the literary 
short story. Iinstructor Brian Grifþn is 

Guild 2006 Summer Workshop Details and Instructors

(See ñGuild Workshopò on Page 5)
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Guild Workshop Details and Instructors (continuned)
the award winning author of Sparkman 

in the Sky and other Stories and is 
Coordinator of the Peter Taylor Prize for 
the Novel.

Discovering Stories. The þrst session 
provides a look at the ways successful 
literary artists describe the origins of their 
short stories, with emphasis on how the 
original idea is carried through to a þnished 
product. Wednesday, July 12, 6 to 8 pm; 
Room MC322. WS#301.

Creating Place in Short Stories. The 
second session explores òplaceó in short 
þction, emphasizing how language is used 
to create place and how place can act as a 
catalyst for developing other elements of a 
story, such as plot. Wednesday, July 19, 6 to 
8 pm; Room MC322. WS#302.

How Conÿict Works in Short Stories. 
The þnal session considers the interplay 
between internal and external conÿict, 
emphasizing how conÿict within a character 
is often the driving force behind a 
successful story. Wednesday, July 26, 6 to 
8 pm; Room MC322. WS#303.

Short Story Writing Series. Sign up 
in advance for all three of Brian Grifþnõs 
workshops and save $6. WS#304: $54 for 
members, $78 for nonmembers. If taken 
individually, each workshop is $20 for 
members, $28 for nonmembers.

Book Publishing Options
This workshop will deal with the pros and 

cons of various methods of book publishing. 
Instructor Robert W. Pelton has published 
more than 50 books with mainline New 
York publishers, has self-published a 
series of survival books, and has used 
a Print on Demand (POD) publisher for 
seven historical cookbooks and þve other 
books. He is presently working on his 
autobiography as well as two other books: 
George Washington – Man of Destiny; 
and Men of Destiny – the Signers of the 

Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution. One session: Wednesday, July 
12, 6 to 9 pm, Room MC337. WS#543: $30 
for members, $42 for nonmembers. 

Fiction and Nonþction for Young People
In this workshop, Ed Sullivan will 

discuss common problems encountered 
by writers of þction and informational 
books for children and young adults. Learn 
about the genres popular with children 
and teens, how to create great stories, 
and tips for submitting your work to 
publishers. A nationally recognized expert 
on literature for children and young adults, 
he has written several hundred reviews of 
childrenõs and young adult books. He has 
worked as a consultant for Random House 
Childrenõs Books and Henry Holt Books for 
Young Readers and is the author of The 
Ultimate Weapon: The Race to Develop 
the Atomic Bomb. Thursday, July 13, 6 
to 9 pm; Room MC322; WS#678: $30 for 
members, $42 for nonmembers. 

How to Write for Magazines: From 
Queries to Publication

Dorothy Foltz-Gray will offer a close-up 
of magazine publishing from the start of 
an idea through publication. Sheõll cover 
researching and writing queries and 
assigned stories; targeting and dealing with 
editors; negotiating fees and deadlines; 
revisions; fact-checking and record-
keeping; quitting the day job (or not). She 
has written about health, nutrition, and 
food for Bon Appetit,  Cooking Light, 
Family Fun, Fitness, Good Housekeeping, 
Organic Style, Parenting, Reader’s 
Digest, Self,  Woman’s Day, Yoga 
Journal, and others. She is the author of 
Alternative Treatments for Arthritis: An 
A to Z Guide (Arthritis Foundation, 2005) 
and a contributing editor for Health and 
Arthritis Today magazines. Wednesday, 

July 19, 6 to 9 pm, Room MC337. WS#345: 
$30 for members, $42 for nonmembers. 

Writing for Beginners and Others
Open to all writers and aspiring writers, 

the course will cover òGreat opening 
lines,ó òDrawing on family history and 
the subconscious for material,ó òWriting 
effective dialog,ó òStriking the right tone,ó 
òCommunicating with editors and agents,ó 
òFormatting the manuscript,ó òBuilding 
a writing community,ó and òWriting 
opportunities on the Internet.ó  Instructor 
Don Williams is a newspaper columnist, 
short story writer, founding editor of 
New Millennium Writings, and author 
of Heroes, Sheroes, and Zeroes: The 
Best Writings about People. Williamsõs 
awards include a National Endowment 
for the Humanities Michigan Journalism 
Fellowship, a Golden Presscard Award, 
the Malcolm Law Journalism Prize, and 
assorted awards from Scripps Howard 
Newspapers. Thursday, July 20, 6 to 9 pm, 
Room MC322. WS#455: $30 for members, 
$42 for nonmembers. 

Repeat of July 20 class on Thursday, July 
27, 6 to 9 pm, Room MC322. WS#466: $30 
for members, $42 for nonmembers. 

Memoir Writing
Participants in this workshop will look at 

þve hallmarks of good writing and learn to 
apply them to stories from their own lives. 
They will be encouraged to use the time 
between classes to try out the techniques 
presented in the þrst session and discuss 
problems and successes in the second 
session. Instructor Ina Hughs is a News 
Sentinel columnist and author of three 
nonþction books. Two sessions: Tuesday, 
July 25 & Thursday, July 27, 6 to 8 pm, 
Room MC337. WS#567: $40 for members, 
$56 for nonmembers. 

Local 
Writers’ 
News 

Marianne Worthington has a 
forthcoming poetry collection, 
Larger Bodies Than Mine. 
The book is scheduled for 
release July 14th. Finishing Line 
Press, the publisher, is taking 
orders as its web site: www.
þnishinglinepress.com/. Click 
on ò2006 New Releasesó and pay 
by PayPal. 

Marianne says: òThe bookõs 
cover image is from an oil 
painting by my colleague at 
Cumberland, Russell Weedman.  
The original, titled Ebb, is on 
permanent display in the building 
where I teach.ó

Robert Pelton spoke and 
signed books at Gettysburg 
National Park at the Eastern 
National Book Store on June 10th 
and at the National Museum of 
the Confederacy in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania on June 12th.

His books on historic cooking 
from the Revolution and the 
Civil War are available at 
buybooksontheweb.com or 
appalachianauthorsguild.com, 
or call toll free: 1-877-289-2665.

Robert will also be teaching 
òBook Publishing Optionsó at the 
KWG Summer Workshop. Details 
on this page.

For July, the book selected 
by radio station B97.5 is David 
Hunterõs What to do in Knoxville 
When You’re Dead. For August, 
the book is Sallie Bissellõs In the 
Forest of Harm. 

Larger Bodies than 
Mine avialable  

B97.5 Local Books  
of the Month

Robert Pelton speaks 
at Gettysburg 

By CAROLE ANN BORGES

Empowerment seems to me to be one 
of the greatest gifts of creative en-
deavors. In a world where chaos often 

reigns and individual souls seem to be at the 
mercy of popular ethics and trends, art alone 
allows us to have ultimate control. It allows 
us to experience the primordial exaltation of 
creation as perhaps only gods can know it. To 
ýll a blank space, whether it is a piece of pa-
per, a garden plot, or a canvas, with our own 
sense of order allows us to feel powerful and 
fulýlled. Is there anything more heady than 
bringing something into being? And art does 
not discriminate. The mentally ill are wel-
comed into its arena as heartily as the prize-

winners, the amateur gets as much delight in 
creation as the lauded. Art is a very personal 
thing. It supersedes the concept of career or 
success. It is available to us all and because 
of it all things are possible. Without the em-
powerment of art, surely our souls would 
wither and languish in hopelessness. When 
we create art we are one with the gods and 
the love that the gods surely feel for all their 
creations ýlls us with joy. Art empowers us in 
ways nothing else can. It is a cosmic gift.

[Editorôs note: Carole Ann Borges is the 
KWG Summer Workshop instructor for ñThe 
Elements of Fiction: Hands on Exercises to 
Unlock Your Creative Imagination.ò Details 
on page 4.] 

Empowerment of Art




