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Knoxville Writers' Guild Monthly Events for September and October
Poet discusses new book at September 7th meeting

By REBECA MEYER as well as
educational

P oet Delilah O’Haynes will dis- and literary

poetry and photography and is available
from the Appalachian Authors’ Guild.
The book will be available for pur-
chase, and O’Haynes will be available
to sign copies after the

cuss her new t_Jook The Charaq- articles. her
ter of Mountains at the Knoxville
Lo . work has
Writers” Guild’s monthly meeting at 7

appeared in The discussion.

p.m., Thursday, Sept. 7. such diverse e
The meeting is at the Laurel Theater, publications o minger roe
corner of 16™ St. and Laurel Ave. The as Tennes- oo up i Clintood
public is invited to attend. A $1 dona- see Eng- VA She has lived all
ion i lish Jour- . s lived a
tion is requested to help cover the cost her life in the Appa-
of refreshments, and free parking is nal, The . aaiar rogion ar re.
available Sow’s Ear, Delilah O’Haynes Nl gi

' The Ameri- - ceived her dpctor_ate
O’Haynes currently teaches Creative can Indian Culture and Research from the University of

Writing at Concord University in Ath- Journal of UCLA, Potato Eyes and Tennessee.

ens, WV. She is a widely published au-  Potomac Review. Her yrst book,

thor of yction, non-yction, and poetry ~ The Character of Mountains combines (See “O’Haynes” on Page 3)
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Author Gratz presents “P reparl ng to be creative
By REBECA MEYER nized my research but made my

plotting stronger.”

practical approach to organizing your notes and ideas,

avoiding writers block, and crafting a novel.” at the
Knoxville Writers’ Guild’s monthly meet-
ing at 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 5%

Samurai Shortstop was released
spring 2006 and is a Junior Liter-
ary Guild selection. The book will
be available for purchase, and the
author will be available to sign
copies after the discussion. The
Washington Post has described the
novel as “a page turner that’s as
much about history as baseball.”
Kirkus reviews says “Debut novel-
ist Gratz covers much ground in this

baseball story that’s really about the
transition of Japan from a feudal society to a western-
ized industrial power.”

Alan Gratz will discuss “Preparing to be Creative: A

The meeting is at the Laurel Theater, cor-
ner of 16" St. and Laurel Ave. The public
is invited to attend. A $1 donation is re-
quested to help cover the cost of refresh-
ments and free parking is available.

Gratz’s discussion topic was inspired by Alan Gratz

his yrst novel, Samurai Shortstop. “When |
came up with the idea for Samurai Short-
stop | was daunted: | had never done his-
torical research of any kind, and | worried
I would never be able to keep everything
straight. | developed a system for myself that not only orga- (See “Gratz” on Page 3)
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Pam Strickland

Join the Guild, get active, and (maybe) get a job writers

y name is Pam Strickland,
and I’m a writer who just
moved to town. How about
lunch?” The woman | was
speaking to laughed out loud, her big, open
smile acknowledging the joke we were shar-
ing. She was one of four speakers on a panel
discussion freelance writing for a Knoxville
Writers” Guild program in the fall of 2004.
And, part of her presentation was how she
had said something very similar to my open-
ing comment to her when her husband’s job
yrst brought her family to Knoxville many
years earlier.

She couldn’t have lunch immediately because
she was covered over with work, but she gave
me her e-mail and her phone number and in-
structed me to get in touch in a couple of
months. Plus, she made sure | got the contact
information for another of the panelists before
we all left the Laurel Theater that rainy night.

Having spent almost my entire professional
career out of state where | was a very suc-
cessful regional writer and editor, that fall |
was making similar statements to all kinds of
people who were strangers or merely strange.
It was exhausting. | had originally thought the
Writers” Guild would provide me with an out-
let for my more creative ventures while work
that was boring but had health insurance and a
retirement plan would pay the bills.

Well, turns out I’m never bored, and while

| don6t have traditional beneyts, | have the
beneyt of happiness in the bohemian life love
made in my native East Tennessee — mostly
with much of my paying work traced back to
the strangers | took a chance with that night at
the Guild meeting.

First, my laughing friend and sometime lunch
partner is married to a faculty member at an
area community college. He hires adjuncts,
and when his wife shows him a resume, he
gives it more than a perfunctory glance. |
went to a party at their house in the spring of
2005, and almost the yrst words out of his

mouth were: “So,
when are you go-
ing to teach for
me?”

How could | say
no?

Both women
gave me leads
and contacts over
the months, ever
broadening the peo-
ple I know here and
elsewhere. The second woman even put me

in touch with her own husband when | was
looking for people to interview for a freelance
piece on the demise of low-carb dieting in the
local daily newspaper. Then this spring, | had
lunch with her because she’d started telecom-
muting as an editor for a national magazine.
By the time we left the Bearden restaurant, |
had offers for two features articles.

Pam Strickland

So, in July when my 94 closest relatives were
reunioning here, | was able to show them a
six-page spread on eyes in the July/August is-
sue of Health magazine that bore my byline.
Through a puke of scheduling I also had a
feature in the Log Home Design issue that was
on the stands at the same time. Generally, |
wouldn’t seek an assignment on home design,
but at the time a dear old friend was the man-
aging editor and she needed a favor.

Which goes to prove my Uncle Harry’s con-
tention that it’s never what you know, but who
you know. Speaking of which, I’'m on dead-
line for that other Health magazine piece, so
I’ll wrap this up. Don’t forget to introduce
yourself to a stranger at the next Guild meet-

ing.

Board member Pam Strickland is a teacher and
freelance writer and editor. She oversees board
publicity and is a member of the Non-yction/
Magazine Writing Group. She can be reached
at pamstrickland@mac.com or 865-386-0805.

Editor: David E. Booker

Circulation Database: Robert Lydick
and Carole Ann Borges
Contributors: Pam Strickland,

Ellen Kern, Carole Ann Borges, John
Reaves, & Rebeca Meyer.

EaSt Tenhessee

The East Tennessee Writer covers
the writing news in and around Knox-
ville and welcomes suggestions and
contributions. Contact David E. Booker
at talltalestogo@hatmail.com. Clip art
courtesy of ClipartHeaven.com.
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ertlng Women
Group Suspended

The Writing Women group is
suspended until further notice,
states Dr. Doris Ivie, who has
convened the group for six
years and who will be devoting
coming months to various modes
of personal health recovery.
Dr. Ivie anticipates the group
may resume in November or
December 2006. Watch for
announcements.

KWG Poetry Group
Open to new members

The KWG Poetry Group meets
the third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 pm at Carpe
Librum Booksellers located at
5113A Kingston Pike. Each month
an assignment of subject and
style for poems to be read the
following month is chosen by
those attending. Each poem is
critiqued with the goal of helping
every participant improve in the
art of writing poetry.

The group is open to members
of Knoxville Writers’ Guild at all
levels, including new poets. Non-
members may visit to determine
their interest in joining KWG and
becoming a participant.

Annie Chase Story

KWG member Aileen Ridings
Bennett has a novel coming out
in October. Entitled, The Annie
Chase Story, it is set in “the
racially-charged sixties.” Annie's
decision to write “W” for white
on an application form sets
in motion a series of events
she can't imagine. The hook
can be pre-ordered at www.
behlerpublications.com/titles-
bennett.asp.






